A "

SEW IT




DI H@HJ MD < H
This prize book is dedicated to those members of the Caledonia Agriculturz
who will not be with us for our Fair this year.

We remember the following members who passed away in 2023:

Ron Howden
Jim McWilliams
Dorothy Smith
Russell Smith

N@R DO+ BMJR DO+

Will be the theme for thedI=dedonia Fair
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|l ast couple of years our
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I cannot thank al/l of th
community and beyond enou
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“village and | am so excif
bring!
When | joined the Caledo
just over 20 years ago, |
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and its impact within Ha
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visitors with the opportunity to | earn mo
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how to grow crops or tend to |ivestock. N
watching the machine run that is the Cal ec
to be the Homecraft President.
Our theme ttheivs lyte,arGrioswl nt6 Shomwt iwords, o
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FRUIT ettt crmrer et ettt e e e mmmmmn et et e e e e e e s e mmenn s 18
FLOWERS AND PLANTS. . ..ottt e 19
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CANNED GOODS AND PRESERVES.........ccoiiiiceeeeeeee e 26
NEEDLECRART. ..ottt crrree et e et mmmmnn e e e e e 29
CROSSSTITCHING, EMBROIDERY,.ETC.....cccoviiiiiiii e, 30
SEWING (GENERALY) .....itiiiie ittt acmme et smmmmn et mmmmmn e 31
SEWING & KNITTING (ADULT WEAR)......etiiiiticeiee et memme e 32
SEWI NG & KNI TTI NG....(.CHIL.LD.REN.A.S...WEARJ}3
SENI OR CI TLZENS.S..WORK. ..ottt 34
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OFFICERS FOR 2024

PAST PRESIDENT.......coiititiiieiiteecmmiiee et e e mmmmmm e DOUG TOWNSON
PRESIDENT.......coiitiiieeiciiimmmeeieee e ciieee e s svvvmmmnnseeeessnnneeee s snenemmmmee WENDY MAKEY
FIRST VIGBRESIDENT. ...ttt cmeeeee et JODIE EASSON
SECOND VIGERESIDENT......cciiitiiiieiiiiiamme e siiiee e smmmmn s DAVE MURRAY
HOMECRAFT PAST PRESIDENT.........cciiiiiimeamiie e LISA LIEGLER
HOMECRAFT PRESIDENT........cuvtiiiiiimeiieeeeeeiinee e mmmmm e BETH WISE
HOMECRAFT VEBRESIDENT........c.ccviiiiiiiesceeeee e LINDA JONGERDEN
TREASURER......coiiiitiiiit ettt eeemm e e LORI PYLE
GENERAL MANAGER........cctiiii et IAN D. THOMPSON
DIRECTORS

Three Year Term Two Year Term One Year Term

Jamie Daglish Janice Boyter Jan Cranston

Pam Douglas Jessica Easson Jodie Easson

Dawna Ebert Lindsey Farrdlbhnson  Neil Hedley

Katherine Hedley Linda Fisher Lorraine Johnson

Renee Hedley Allan Hedley Paul Makey

Doug Murphy Wendy Makey Mark Peart

Doug Townson Dave Murray Lori Pyle

Patti Zadanyi Tyler Wilkieson Bryan Wilkieson

HONORARY MEMBERS

Luella Albin Brenda Ferris Dave Montross
Janice Anderson Don Forbes Vickie Peart
Marjorie Bain Rodney Fox K. Bruce Smith
Greg Bates Jim Hussack Dennis Stoneman
Peggy Beckerson John Hussack Carl F. Thompson
Dorothy Beemer Vivian Hussack David Wickett
Don Berry Allan Hyslop John Wickett
Beverly Buist Eleanor Karges Larry Wilkieson
Don Douglas Donald McBlain Shirley Young
John Douglas Betsy McBurney Marjorie Yule
Karen Douglas Brian McBurney Ralph Yule

Lois B. Douglas Jean McClung

Don Farrell Joan McKedelmer
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Hugh Stewart...........occooiiiiiiceeas 187374
David YOUNQ.......ccvveeeiiiieiceeeee e 187578
James Madigan..........ccccecoevvmmceenn.. 187980
Matthew Richardson.............cccccu.ee 188182
David YOUNQ......cccvveeeiiiieiceeeee e 1883
John Thorburn.......ccoocoiiiiiiceeee 188485
Joseph Hudspeth...........cccvevvecene 188687
George Clatk........ccooeviveeeiiceeece, 188839
W.H. Hull. e 189@91
Thomas Conhay.......ccccoevvveveieeeenn. 189293
James Urie......ccocveiiiiiiii e 189495
J. Barrington.......ccocceevveeeicecceeee e 189697
N.H. Wickett.......ccovviviiiiieereeciiene 189899
Wm. Petch......coooviviiiiicceeee e 190001
Isaac Weylie........ccoccvveiiiieeeeeccinens 190203
James Douglas.........cccooveeinivcceeannns 1904
James Parke........c.ccoooveiiiiceeeecnnen. 190506
R.E. Walker......ccoooieiiiiiiieeeeel 190709
D.Z. GibSON.....cevi i 191611
W.W. HUll......oooiiiiii e 1912
W.A. Douglas..........ccceoivveeiiicneaene 191314
J.W. Richardson...........ccccueveieeeenn. 191516
WM. GIiNYeL........oooiiiiieieeiceeeeee 191718
J.M. MOOKE....ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeee 1920
WM. DOYIE......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiceeee e 192621
W.S. Hudspeth...........cccooiiiicmeenee. 192324
M.C. Senn........coovviiiiiiiiec s 1925
D. Kelly....ooveeeireiieeesecmeee e 192627
WM. BEIY....vveieiiriiieeeimcereee e 192829
J.H. Howden........ccccooviiiiicmeeeeee 1930
Joe Martindale..........cccoeeiuiiieeennn. 193132
T.L. Peart.....ccccooiieiie e 193335
Allan Anderson.........cccceeeevvveccenene.. 193637
J. Leslie Old......ccceevviiieiiiiceeeee, 193839
Herbert Howden.............ccccvveeeeeeee.. 194641
Fred Stoneman............cccceeeviceeecenes 194243
AJ. COWIe....oeiiiiiiiee e, 1944
H.J. Andersan.........ccccceeevvvvemcenenn.. 1945
Wilson Douglas.........ccovveeinivcceeenns 1946
G.B. Martindale.........ccccoeeeevvvmmmeenn. 1947
Norman Hyslap 1948
Walter Weylie

John K. Peart.
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Tal Woolley........ccoooeeieiiiceecee. 195354
Rae Hudspeth........ccccoooiiiiiiieeeecnns 195556
George Berty.......coooovveeciiviceee 195758
Robert Thompson ...195960
Ernest Hagan.........cccccooviiiiiceeeeeen. 196162
ANngus Bain........cccoooiiiiii e 196364
Gilbert Douglas..........ccccooveeiieeccenen. 196566
Thomas Hyslap........ccccceeeeviiiceens 196768
Lewis HussacK........ccccovveviiiieceennne 196970
Lewis Keefer.......cccooviiiiiicceea e 197172
James McBIlain............occooeiiieeeeecn. 197374
Emerson W. Peatt..........c.cocouvveiceenn 197576
J.C. Beattie
Clarke M. Smith........c.ccoeeviiiieeeees 197980
Stanley Jerome........... 198182
Fred Thompson..........ccccoevvevieeenn. 1983384
Donald Douglas..........c.cceeveevieecnnn. 198586
Allan MUITaY......veeeeieeiiieeeeeeceeene 198788
K. Bruce Smith........cccccooeviiimceeannne 198990
John Douglas.........ccceecveeriicnea e 199192
Don Carlin.......ccccooeeveiieiieeeceeen 19904
John HussacK........cccccoovviiiiceenene.
Russell Douglas
Ralph Yule...........ccoeeeenne.
Linda Fisher..........ccoocviiiiieeeee, 200102
Doug MUrphy........cccoevveeennimeeeenee. 200304
Mark Peart..........cocveiiiiiiceecciieeen 200506
Richard Johnson............ccccooiieeesd 200708
John HussacK.........cccceveiiiieeccennen. 2009
Doug MUrphy........cccoevveeennimeeeenee. 2010
Sharon Soules........ccccceevviiiiceeeennn. 20112
Tom Peart........cooeeeiiiiiiiceeeee e 201314
Ben AlliSON......occveeiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 201516
Jodie Eassan 201718
Allan Hedley..........cocceeriiiiemeeenenne 201921
Doug TOWNSQN........ccvveveeiiirmmceenne 202223

Caledonia Agricultural Socigtgaledonia Fair
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Mabel Hudspeth............cccooieees 1946 & PrioBeverly BUiSt..........c.cooovierieeeees.n 198637
Elizabeth Hyslap.........cccccooiieees 194647 Madelene FaX..........ccoovieiiiieeccens 198839
Norma Old..........ccevviriiiieceanne 194849 Irene Cruickshank.................cc..c.. 199691

May Douglas .....195@51 Lois B. Douglas.

Ora HOWIEY.........cocvvviriieeiiceceeee 195253 Linda Fisher........coccoveeiiiieecenee.

Lorene Martindale.................oe..n. 195455 Karen Douglas........cccooveiiivreneences

Annie Keefer.......ccoooviiiiiiceeeeen. 195657 Peggy Beckersan..........cccoveviaeen 199899
Helen Thompson.........cccceveeviiveee 195859 Marjorie Yule.......cocccoovvviericeeenn. 200601

Fern Peart..........ccoovviiiineceeeinne 196661 Matie Paul...........ccceecviiicmeecncenn 200203

Kay Stoneman...........cccccevevicmenns 196263 Marie Peart.......ccoovveiiiiiieeeeenn. 200405
Harriet MoOre..........ooocieieeiiiceeceee Sandra Stirling

Vera Hagan........coooeeevieeeiceceeeeenne Sharon Soules

Doris Douglas Jayne Townson......

Marjorie Yule.......ccocovviieiiiceeanns Matie Paul.........ccocccevvieiiceeeeneenns

Bessie Beattie..........ccoceeevviiieenaee 197273 Diane Peatt

Marjorie Bain..........cccocveeinivceeennns 197475 Betsy McBUMMey............ccovvveercnes 201617

Jean Hudspeth.........cocoeeiiirieeeeces 197677 Renee Hedley.......c.ccceeviiiiiceecenn. 201821
Dorothy Smith...........c.ccoeiiieeeeen 197879 Lisa Liegler.......cccoovevieriiiiceeaee 202223
Isobel Bothwright...........cccceeuveeen. 198681

Mary V. Nelles......cccccovveniiieeeeaes 198283

Bernadine Hussack..................... 198485

><G@?J1 D< A<DM <H=<NN<?JWMWN
Wanda Overend (Zynomirski)....... 198687 Catherine Paul

Jodie Wodskou (Eassan)............. 198788 Rachel Rae.......cccccoeieiiiiceeecce

Sara Berry (Nakamoto)................. 198839 Jennifer Fraset

Cheryl Passmore (Judsan)........... 198990 Jennifer Adams (Armstrong)........ 199697
Karen Douglas (Barkey)............... 19991 Ella WilSOn......covvviiiiiiceeeeeceee 199798
Paula Brenzil..........ccccooovviiieeccennnn. 199192 Joyce FOX...coovveiiiiiice e 202324
Allison McAlpine (Sladin)............. 199293

J-<-<- N- ?DNOMD>0 5 @S@>P
Provincial Director

Michael PRilPOLL..........ooiiiiiii im0 M ESTE Ni@Qara Fair
Secretarylreasurer

L VI TR I T 1 4] 0= | U PRSP Caledonia Fair

District Directors

Paul Andersan...........c..covvvvvveeeeeerieniieeeeeennn.

Terri Mand

Karen Small..........ccooiiiiiiiicceeeeeecee e

2024 Homecraft & Junior Fair Prize Book
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J.W. Richardsan..........c.ccocoueiimeeeeenns 1939
William Berry.......ccovevvveeeiriieeeeecinee e 1940
Weylie Hudspeth...........ccooovvieenn 1941

Dennis Kelly........c.ccooeveviiiiceeeciieeeee 1948
G. Ben Martindale.........cccceevvvceeene. 1949
Harry J. Andersan..........ccccoocuveccceeeen.. 1951
Norman Hyslap.......c.cccevverineeceee e 1952
Wilson Douglas.............. 1953
Duff Thompsan.........cccevveveveeceeeeenee. 1954
Norman Patterson 1955
Joseph Martindale.............ccocvveieeeeene. 1956
J. Leslie Old......ccccvviiiiiiiieeeeeecn 1957
AM. RICE....eiiiiiieec e 1958
D. Tal Woollgy........cccocueveriii e 1959
Rae Hudspeth.........ccoceveviiiieeeecncee 1960
A. Gordon SKinner..........cccoevvviieeecene. 1961
George Bermy.....coovvveeiiiiiiiieeeee 1962
John K. Peart.......cccccoevviiiiicmenee e,
Robert F. Thompson...............

Reg. Hudspeth..........ccocovveiiieeee e
Ernie Hagan.........ccococveviiiceeeenec e
ANQUS Bain.........cooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1967
Elizabeth HysIOp.........cccoveiiiieen 1968
Gilbert & Doris Douglas....................... 1969
Cam & Margaret Wickett..................... 1970
Tom & Eleanor Hyslop........ccccooveeieees 1971
Lewis & Bernadine Hussack............... 1972
Ora HowWley........coooviiiiiiiiiceeeaieeeee 1973
Lewis Keefer.......ooovvivieiiiiceeee e 1974
Archie Bain.........cccooveeiiiicmeeeiee e 1975
Jim & Betty McBlain............cccccoveceenee. 1976
Robert & Helen Thompson.................. 1977
Emerson W. & Jean Peatrt.................. 1978
Mary V. Nelles.......cccccevviiiiiceeeee e 1979
Fern Peart...........ooooiiiieeee s 1980
J.C. & Bessie Beattie..........ccccccvvveeeeeee 1981
Clarke & Dorothy Smith............... ...-1982
J.C. & Marjorie Yule......ccccoooeeieiiceeece. 1983
Stanley & Aletha Jerome..................... 1984
8
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Harold & Isobel Bothwright.................... 1985
Fred Thompson...........ccooveiiiceeecnneeen.
Vera Hagan........ccccooveeiiiiiceeeecieeesieeee
Don & Lois B. Douglas .
Beverly BUiSt.........cccoviiiiiiicceeeeeee
Allan MUITAY. ....coooiiiieeieiiiimeeee e 1990
Charles & Madelene.FOX.........ccc.ccuueeee 1991
K. Bruce & Linda Smith..............cocovieeeen 1992
Irene Cruickshank............cccoovivicceenncens 1993
John & Lois A. Douglas...........c..c.cuveeene 1994
Ruth Zadanyi........ccccceeeeiiiiccceeiee e 1995
DOoN Carlin........cccveeveiiiiiisceeeciese e 1996
Linda FiSher.........cccocoiiiiiieeeeeceec 1997
John HussacK..........ccvevienicmeecici 1998
Russell & Karen Douglas.............cccuveee 1999
Bud & Marylou Cunningham.................. 2000
Ralph & Marjorie Yule.........ccccooviiieeeen. 2001
Sue Honchar........ccoooiiiiiieeeeec 2002
Matie Paul.........cccocvriviiiismeeciiencn 2003
Doug & Cindy Murphy.........cccoovviiieeenn. 2004
Mark & Marie Peatt............cccvveeiveeeeennes 2006
Sandra Stirling........cccceeeviiiiicceeeee e 2007
Richard Johnson...........cccccoiiiceecenneen. 2008
Sharon Soules
Owen & Dorothy Beemer...............ee..ee 2010
Jayne Townsan
JUNE WISE...iiiiee e
Pat Fearman........cc.ccccoiviiiceeeeeeceeeenee
Tom & Diane Peart..........cccoccvvemceeeenn. 2014
Joanne Grant.......ccccceeeeeiiiieeceeeceeeeeeenn 2015
Ben & Sharon Allison.............ccveviceeeee. 2016
Brian & Betsy McBUrney.............cccceceeee 2017
Jodie Easson..........oocveeeeniiceaes
Patricia HussacK..........ccccooviiiceeecencenne
Allan & Renee Hedley...........ccceeivvceenee.

Lori Pyle.....cooieiee e
Doug TOWNSQN.....ccceeviiiiiiiiiceeeae e

Caledonia Agricultural Socigtgaledonia Fair
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AMBASSAD®Rodie Easson, Chair; Jackie Easson, Lisa Liegler, Dave Murray, Sheila Phibbs,
lan D. Thompson, Beth Wise

CONCESSION%odie Easson, Doug Townsdbh@os; Jessica Easson, Paul Makey, lan D. Thompson,
Beth Wise

DEMOLITION DERBPam Douglas Chair; Cameron Hedley, Kevin Jewell, Paul Makey, Ron Timson,
Wade Timson, Gil Wooloff

ENTERTAINMENIodie Easson, lan D. Thomps@hé&ics
EXHIBITION HAlRenee Hedley, Chair; Kim Dickie, Jayne Townson
FAIR DRAWAllan Hedley, Chair; Renee Hedley, lan D. Thompson

GATEBMark Peart, Chair; Ralph Benedict, Jan Cranston, Doug Murphy, Lori Pyle, Chuck Roth,
lan D. Thompson

GROUNDS & BUILDINB&ug Townson, Chair; Doug Murphy, lan D. Thompson

MARKETINGodie Easson, Chair; Misti Bottenfield, Jessica Easson, Jackie Easson, Joyce Fox, Lorr
Johnson, Chuck Roth, lan D. Thompson

YOUTH & EDUCATIQbdie Easson, Chair, Ben Allison, TarafBastedr Sue Bacher, Arlene Fox, )
Katherine Hedley, Leslie Lariviere, Ken & Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck, Danie
Rachel Vaarkamp

HEAVY HORSE®anne Dougthane, Tyler WilkiesonGbairs; Sara Jane Bozur, John Douglas, John
Lane, Jackson Smith, Jeff Smith, K. Bruce Smith, Rebecca Watling, John Wilkieson

LIGHT HORSESEindsey Farrdibhnson, Chair; Ben Allison, Don Farrell, Melissa Farrell, Leslie Larivier:
Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck

BEEF CATTLBrian Whitwell, Chair; James Heaslip, Byran Hedley, Katherine Hedley, Emma Long
DAIRY CATTLRodney Fox, Chair; Ed Houwer, Richard Johnson, Marie McConachie

SHEEPDon Douglas, Chair; Dawna Ebert, Jerry Kelleher

GOATSBTyler Cranston, Chair; Doug Murphy

POULTRWMisti Bottenfield, Chair; Chase Bottenfield, Nicole Bottenfield, Vickie Bottenfield, Bill Pearc
Pearce, Jim Pearce, Nathan Pearce, William Pearce, Michael Tessaro

FIELD CROPEim Turnbull, Chair; Bart and Stacy Barnes, Allan Hedley, Cam Hedley, Daniel Schwe
Turnbull

HAY & SILAGEd Houwer & Tyler Wilkiese@haos; Brent Kelly, John Hussack, Brian Wilkieson, John
Wilkieson, Steven Wilkieson

VEGETABLES & FRUW®&ve Murray, Chair; Jamie Daglish, Don Forbes, Raj Singh
FLOWERS & PLANTSrraine Johnson, Chair; Kevin Beveridge, Jan Cranston, Linda Jewell
BAKED PRODUGT8Ne Wise, Chair; Shirley Robson, Shirley Timson

CANNED GOODS & PRESERSESHonchar, Kathleen McBlaibhé&los, Shari Brennan

NEEDLECRAFWendy Alderson, Linda Atkinson,Lois A. Douglas, Faye Farrell, Kim Garrow, Renee
Sharon McBurney, Coby Osinga, Jayne Townson

ART Roxanne Wilkieson, Chair; Marina Fleming, Ashley de Leeuw, Morgan Sharp, Laurissa Wilkies
PHOTOGRAPHMary Hubert, Chair; Gail Bell, Margaret Bernhardt, Sarah Hedley

CRAFTSKathy Johnson and Linda Jongerd€hals; Grace Johnson, Sheila Phibbs

CHRISTMAS CORMERNNie Stubbs, Chair; Linda Wooloff, Darlene Yule

HALLOWEEN HOLLC3&ndra Stirling, Diane Shanne@h&ics

ANTIQUES & NOSTAL®i# Fearman, Chair; Cindy Benedict, Linda Fisher, Vickie Peart

SCHOOL FAIRmy Singh, Barbara WilsogH@drs; Michelle DeBoer, Heather Hills, Wendy Makey, Dar
Martindale, Katrina Middleton, Lori Pyle, Laura Van Mil, Patti Zadanyi

JUNIOR FAiIKim Dickie, Kelsey Hedllegmas, Renee Hedley, Jim & Vivian Hussack, Lisa Liegler, Bre
Murphy, Doug & Cindy Murphy, Beth Wise, Danielle Wise

BABY SHOMWLinda Jongerden
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Picture Caledonia in 1873. Canada is seven years old and Caledonia is a thriving village on th
scenic Grand River. The building of the plank road in 1842 and the arrival of the rail station
brought a measure of prosperity. On January 16th, 1873, a meeting is held in the Caledonia Tc
motion is made that it is "desirable to form an Agricultural and Arts Society for the purpos
Agricultural and Arts Exhibitions every Fall". Thus, the Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society
The first Caledonia fair was held on October 15th, 1873 on Edinburgh Square. There was no
the fair but ten cents was charged to see homecraft and horticultural displays in the Drill Hall.
served as President over a board of 32 Directors.

The present fairgrounds were purchased in 1878 from the Government of Canada for $25(
assistance of David Thompson, MP for Haldimand. The grounds were surveyed, fenced and
moved in time to hold the first two day fair on the new grounds that year. Unfortunately it raine
the Society had to negotiate a loan of $125 to pay prizes.

The 1880's witnessed many improvements to the fairﬁrounds. A tree planting program begat
walk was build from the Entrance Gate to the Drill Hall. The race track was built since "fast h
major attraction. It was leased to the Caledonia Driving Society with rent to be applied to the
track. Box Stalls were erected in 1883 and a Judge's Stand built at a cost of $49. By 1885 it ws
more space was needed and several adjoining lots at the west end were purchased. To convin
sell her property, the Society presented her with five bags of potatoes! A twenty foot extension
her house and became the Fair's Dining Hall. The 1888 Fair was completely rained out and o
Society had to borrow money.

The next decade was an active time for the Society. In 1891 the fairgrounds, then called the
once again extended with the purchase of a lot at the east end As well, in 1891 the Preside
letter from the Treasurer of the defunct Central Fair of Hamilton indicating that theg/ wishec
?randstanq. The Board authorized a bid of $100.00 but it was not accepted until 1893. It wa
rom Victoria Park for a cost of $150.00. The grounds were leased to the Baseball, Cricket anc
Club for one dollar each. In 1896 tenders were received for the building of 58 rods of Park
following year the Caledonia Bicycle Club rented the "Agricultural Park" in the summer mont
The Silver Jubilee Exhibition in 1897 had gate receipts of $1065.65 with a prize pay out of $11(
also indicate that in 1893 the first Lady Directors were named.

The turn of the century witnessed many changes for the Fair. In February of 1900 the fair sent
the first time to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of Fair and Exhibitions in Tc
that year, arrangements were made with the Minister of Agricultural to amalgamate the York
Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society. The Building Committee constructed 200 feet of stock
grounds for a cost of $350.00 These were rented out to Cattle, Sheep and Pig Exhibitors fol
cents Per stall. A new three story Judge's Stand was erected and a committee was formec
special attractions in front of the Grandstand. Gas fixtures were purchased for the Drill Hall
were installed. For many years, the Board discussed the possibility of constaydiimmel twaler
the race track to improve pedestrian traffic. In 1909 the famous Caledonia Fair tunnel was bui
$600. In 1910 the Village of Caledonia requested a Special Meeting to discuss the \oossmlllt)
skating and curling rink on the grounds. It was felt that the 160" x 100" structure would be ben
parties. The Society granted a sum of $500.00 toward the project and was to have free use ¢
and a first mortgage. The proposal was not completed at this time.

In 1902 a Haldimand Old Boy's Reunion was held in conjunction with the Fair and over 1.
attended, most arriving by special train. Sachem headlines boasted "WE HAD A GREAT FA
minute book states that "Caledonia can scarcely handle a much larger crowd and the agricultu
by the way cannot be enlarged has proved far too small years ago."

One curious development in this period was a change in the name of the Fair. On January &
moved by Joseph Hudspeth and Robt. Creighton that

"we form a new Society .... to be known as the =

and Oneida Agricultural Society." In 196
Department of Agriculture instructed that th C
change to the Caledonia Agricultural Society.

At the Annual Meeting in 1912 the President
that the "society is in a very flourishing conditi#
assets totalling $8117. Several items of intere
in the Minute Book during this decade. Ribbds
used in place of cards for awards in the |}
classes. The Grounds Committee was grante¢
improve the track and $500 to erect new horse:
the east end of the grounds. Hydrants were [
opposite the grounds for fire protection and att@:_
turnstiles were purchased. In 1915 a secretafya"

10 Caledonia Agricultural Socigtgaledonia Fair




ticket office were constructed as well as a restroom and “closet for ladies." During the year
World Wgr, the Dining Hall was given to the ladies for Red Cross Work and the Society donats
War Fund.

The Fair suffered during the twenties and thirties. In fact the minutes of the Annual Meeting of
to foreshadow what lay ahead. The weather was stormy and the meeting adjourned early sinc
too cold. The fair suffered from frequent rainy dates and once again had to borrow mor
expenditures. The first three day fair in 1928 was established to try and cut inclement we
Despite the financially difficult times, improvements continued. The Cattle sheds were ex
ventilators installed and some of the buildings were wired for electricity.

In 1924 the issue of constructing an Arena
grounds resurfaced. A committee of «
approached the Board and after many

meetings the Fair agreed to "enter into a cont
the Caledonia Arena Ltd. providing for the cor
of a parcel of land in return for the use of the b
be erected thereon." The Drill Hall which h
turned over to the Fair from the Dept. of the
1922 was taken down and an Arena built. ~
received $300 stock in the Arena Company.

During the Depression gates admissions were
from 50 cents to 25 cents. In 1935 receipts wi
that the fair could only initially an 65 cent
dollar. The fair also purchased Liability Insuran
the first time in 1936.

The fair survived the depression years and moved on to the challenges of the early forties
years. In 1942 the board moved that "all persons in the King's uniform be admitted free." Pri;
included headlines of "Carry on Canada" and "On To Victory." Win The War categories were C
was donated to a variety of War Funds including $50 to the Victory Club "to assist them in thei
boxes to the boys of the surrounding District who are fighting for our freedom.” In 1943 the .
was considered "good under war conditions" and boasted a "Bacon for Britain" Exhibit.

The War ended and the Fair enjoyed a much needed influx of young men joining the Societ
extensive improvement program was undertaken. The grounds were levelled, the race track
new fences built. Municipal water was also installed. This was not without controversy. A sp
was held with some members voicing "vigorous protests” over the "spending of too mu
Considerable effort was given to the Exhibition Hall and the minutes reveal that "outsiders w
with the attractiveness and neatness of our hall." In 1946 Reg Hudspeth was appointed F:
assuming the position from his father Weylie. Reg was well respected in the fair community
as Secretary until his retirement in 1977.

The Arena is a recurring theme in the history of Caledonia Fair. In 1946 the Caledonia Aren
financial trouble and after lengthy discussion, the Society agreed to consider the purchase of t
the mortga%e holder. However, it was not until April of 1949 that the Fair completed the deal. .
$2800 for the building, other expenses included: installation of lavatory, $1500; painting of bu
building road fence, $800; flood lighting, $500; and repair to Arena, $600. The Fair took over |
of the Arena and began the endless task and expense of keeping it repaired.

By 1953, Caledonia Fair was the tenth largest of the 249 fairs in Ontario and continued to imy
the Sheep and Pig Barn were lost to fire but new barns were rebuilt that same year. Electricity
all the barns. The Fair enjoyed good weather, attendance soared. and the Fair office finally got

In 1961 the main entrance to the Arena was modernized. The Exhibition Hall became the she

g Fair and 1800 new royal blue and gold streamers
suspended from the ceiling . Nearly a quarter of a

of red, white and blue bunting and five truck load

autumn leaves decorated the exhibits. Lady Direc

%W wore new wine coloured blazers and the Men Dire
p sported tan coloured, ten gallons hats.

i A major restructuring of the grounds took place in 1
The old grandstand was beyond repair. A n
< grandstand with a capacity of 1260 was built alon
A Ra W river bank. Unfortunately it rained continuously on
days and nights of the fair and it was not used.

, A new entrance was added to the Exhibition Ha
The New Grandstanii862 1966 in time for the special events of Centennial \
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Centennial features included an antique parlour and kitchen, antique school supplies and a S
All directors woretperiod costume. Once again, plans were defeated by the weather. Continuc
the cancellation of the horse shows, races and night shows. However it was reported that "ove
people braved the elements clad in every type of raincoat and rubber footwear imaginable."

The seventies were an eventful decade for the Fa
1970 a new horse barn was built at the east end o
grounds. In May of 1970 the town proposed a |
Arena which would be owned by the Society
leased to the Caledonia Community Service Boar
ten months of each year. The Society agreed
donated $10,000 to the project. It was then discov
that in order to obtain a debenture, the Society ne
to deed the land (approximately 120' by 220" ove
the town. The Society did this and a 99 year lease
signed. Another highlight was the announcemer
1971 that the fair had achieved Class A status,
highest classification for fairs in Ontario. The follo

Harness Racing with New Arena in background year the Fair celebrated its 100th birthday with i
special features and projects.

By the early seventies, a four day fair was discussed. Midways had become a means of financ
most fairs and without the promise of an extra day's revenue, the Midway could not promi
association with the Fair. After much debate, Caledonia held its first four day fair in 1974. Th
Office and Dining Hall were built in 1974 as a joint project with the Kinsmen.

In the 1980's and 90's, the Society began to meet the challenge of adapting to a changing pop
once the Fair met the needs of a largely rural population, urbanization required new strate
experts were now calling "the fair industry." Livestock competitions were no longetueatiogh. £
became a major focus with demonstrations and displays helping to bridge the growing gap b
and rural. The Special Events Platform was started in 1986 to offer more entertainment for f
new Poultry Building was also built that year.

Towards the end of the decade, the Society reluctantly admitted that it was time to retire Horse
Fair. The track barely met industry standards and the tunnel under the racetrack needed majc
1989 saw the last "fast horses" at Caledonia Fair. (Officially races were still on the 1990 pro
forced their cancellation.) The tunnel was covered over in 1991. It was definitely the end of &
fairgrounds gained some much needed space. The Horse Barn at the east end of the ¢
renovated in 1995 to became Squire McKinn
125th anniversary with special celebrations throughout the year.

The 2000s were a very different decade for the Fair. Following the constructiguadf aeraavattvin
Mc Ki nnon Park, the Arena became known as 0
in 2005. For the first time, the Society now had aisdasomalent space which quickly became
Ioopular spot for local events, parties, and fundraisers. The building was not entirely functional
ife as a sports arena, and the Society began to make small renovations almost immediately.
installed in place of bleachers, washrooms were expanded, and an accessible family wa
installed. A fire destroyed the horse barn
in 2008.

By 2010, the OIld Arena was in need of major upgrades. A new roof was installed with th
government grants and community furidthisimgarked the first phase of a major renovation pr
which the Society had begun to plan. Seven consecutive years of rain dampened Fair att
revenues, but spirits remained stramg. 2 01 7, the Society | aunc
Communityd campaign to renovate the Ol d A
dreams were realized in 2018 when, thanks to the

contributions of the community, enough funds were

raised to begin construction. The Old Arena was

officially closed after the 2018 Fair with construction )
set t o be completed in time for t he Fai
anniversary in 2019. While it was not entirely finished,

the building was open for the 2019 Fair and many

thousands of excited guests flocked to the Exhibition

Hall to see the new renovated spacdini@rfenir

Manager Vickie Peart retired at the end of the 2019

Fair following a dedicated tenureye3service to

the Society.

In early 2020, the Riverside Exhibition Centre was

completed. Though community fundraising goz?;lgns r%{: fon of the Riverside Exhibitiof 2@tére
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