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Will be the theme for the 152nd Caledonia Fair 

DI H@HJMD<H 
This prize book is dedicated to those members of the Caledonia Agricultural Society  

who will not be with us for our Fair this year.  

 

We remember the following members who passed away in 2023: 

Ron Howden 

Jim McWilliams 

Dorothy Smith 

Russell Smith 
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It is with excitement and anticipation that I 
welcome you to the 152nd Caledonia Fair.  The 
last couple of years our fairs have been more 
successful than we could have ever imagined and 
I cannot thank all of the fair attendees from our 
community and beyond enough for your support.  I 
would be remiss if I also didnôt thank all our 
volunteers, exhibitors and vendors.  It truly takes a 
village and I am so excited to see what 2024 will 
bring! 
 
When I joined the Caledonia Agricultural Society 
just over 20 years ago, I self admittedly knew very 
little about agriculture, its importance in society 
and its impact within Haldimand County.  At the 
Caledonia Fair, we take pride in and remember 
our agricultural roots.  Our goal is to provide our 

visitors with the opportunity to learn more about agriculture, to share knowledge about 
what food is produced in our community, and to inspire our youth to learn the basics of 
how to grow crops or tend to livestock. Now, having spent all these years learning and 
watching the machine run that is the Caledonia Agricultural Society, I am truly honoured 
to be the Homecraft President.  
 
Our theme this year is ñSew It, Grow It, Show itò!  In 6 short words, our theme describes 
the purpose and goal of our Homecraft Committeeé to present you with a unique 
experience when attending and viewing our Exhibition Hall.  Our exhibitors spend their 
valuable time creating beautiful needlecraft, nurturing their crops and flowers, training 
and showing their livestock, capturing stunning photographs of our community and so 
much more.  As you enter our Riverside Exhibition Centre, please take your time and 
enjoy everything that our exhibitors have entered.  Each year I am amazed at how many 
talented people we are surrounded by, including our youth.  Watching our youth create, 
show and blossom is such a joy and they are the future of our Agricultural Society. As 
you stroll through the exhibits, perhaps you may even see something that inspires you to 
enter next year! It is truly a rewarding experience. 
 
Our Fair has so much to offer beyond the Exhibition Hall.  Be sure to check out all of our 
live entertainment, livestock shows, 4H shows, demolition derby, vendors, Worldôs Finest 
Shows Midway and of course the Fair Food.  It has been said that you donôt count 
calories on fair weekend so there is surely something for all to enjoy. 
 
A special thank you to our community sponsors and of course to all of you! Your 
continued support of our fundraising efforts including our famous Designer Bag Bingo, 
Riverside Eatery Scoops, Christmas Market, Breakfast with Santa and so much more is 
appreciated! 
 
Please come out to the 152nd Caledonia Fair from September 26-29, 2024 and have 

some fun, be inspired and support your community. We look forward to welcoming you 
all! 

Beth Wise 

.ŜǘƘ ²ƛǎŜΣ IƻƳŜŎǊŀƊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ нлнп 
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OFFICERS FOR 2024 

PAST PRESIDENT ......................................................................................... DOUG TOWNSON 

PRESIDENT ....................................................................................................... WENDY MAKEY 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT ................................................................................... JODIE EASSON 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT .............................................................................. DAVE MURRAY 

HOMECRAFT PAST PRESIDENT........................................................................ LISA LIEGLER 

HOMECRAFT PRESIDENT ....................................................................................... BETH WISE 

HOMECRAFT VICE-PRESIDENT .............................................................. LINDA JONGERDEN 

TREASURER .............................................................................................................. LORI PYLE 

GENERAL MANAGER .................................................................................. IAN D. THOMPSON 

DIRECTORS 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Luella Albin 

Janice Anderson 

Marjorie Bain 

Greg Bates 

Peggy Beckerson 

Dorothy Beemer 

Don Berry 

Beverly Buist 

Don Douglas 

John Douglas 

Karen Douglas 

Lois B. Douglas 

Don Farrell 

Brenda Ferris 

Don Forbes 

Rodney Fox 

Jim Hussack 

John Hussack 

Vivian Hussack 

Allan Hyslop 

Eleanor Karges 

Donald McBlain 

Betsy McBurney 

Brian McBurney 

Jean McClung 

Joan McKee-Helmer 

Dave Montross 

Vickie Peart 

K. Bruce Smith 

Dennis Stoneman 

Carl F. Thompson 

David Wickett 

John Wickett 

Larry Wilkieson 

Shirley Young 

Marjorie Yule 

Ralph Yule 

Three Year Term 

Jamie Daglish 

Pam Douglas 

Dawna Ebert 

Katherine Hedley 

Renee Hedley 

Doug Murphy 

Doug Townson 

Patti Zadanyi 

Two Year Term 

Janice Boyter 

Jessica Easson 

Lindsey Farrell-Johnson 

Linda Fisher 

Allan Hedley 

Wendy Makey 

Dave Murray 

Tyler Wilkieson 

One Year Term 

Jan Cranston 

Jodie Easson 

Neil Hedley 

Lorraine Johnson 

Paul Makey 

Mark Peart 

Lori Pyle 

Bryan Wilkieson 
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Hugh Stewart ............................................. 1873-74 

David Young .............................................. 1875-78 

James Madigan .......................................... 1879-80 

Matthew Richardson .................................. 1881-82 

David Young .............................................. 1883 

John Thorburn ............................................ 1884-85 

Joseph Hudspeth ....................................... 1886-87 

George Clark .............................................. 1888-89 

W.H. Hull .................................................... 1890-91 

Thomas Conboy ......................................... 1892-93 

James Urie ................................................. 1894-95 

J. Barrington ............................................... 1896-97 

N.H. Wickett ............................................... 1898-99 

Wm. Petch ................................................. 1900-01 

Isaac Weylie ............................................... 1902-03 

James Douglas .......................................... 1904 

James Parke .............................................. 1905-06 

R.E. Walker ................................................ 1907-09 

D.Z. Gibson ................................................ 1910-11 

W.W. Hull ................................................... 1912 

W.A. Douglas ............................................. 1913-14 

J.W. Richardson ......................................... 1915-16 

Wm. Grinyer ............................................... 1917-18 

W.W. Old .................................................... 1919 

J.M. Moore ................................................. 1920 

Wm. Doyle ................................................. 1920-21 

W.S. Hudspeth ........................................... 1923-24 

M.C. Senn .................................................. 1925 

D. Kelly ....................................................... 1926-27 

Wm. Berry .................................................. 1928-29 

J.H. Howden .............................................. 1930 

Joe Martindale ........................................... 1931-32 

T.L. Peart ................................................... 1933-35 

Allan Anderson ........................................... 1936-37 

J. Leslie Old ............................................... 1938-39 

Herbert Howden ......................................... 1940-41 

Fred Stoneman .......................................... 1942-43 

A.J. Cowie .................................................. 1944 

H.J. Anderson  ........................................... 1945 

Wilson Douglas .......................................... 1946 

G.B. Martindale .......................................... 1947 

Norman Hyslop .......................................... 1948 

Walter Weylie ............................................. 1949-50 

John K. Peart ............................................. 1951-52 

Tal Woolley .................................................1953-54 

Rae Hudspeth ............................................1955-56 

George Berry ..............................................1957-58 

Robert Thompson .......................................1959-60 

Ernest Hagan .............................................1961-62 

Angus Bain .................................................1963-64 

Gilbert Douglas ...........................................1965-66 

Thomas Hyslop ..........................................1967-68 

Lewis Hussack ...........................................1969-70 

Lewis Keefer ...............................................1971-72 

James McBlain ...........................................1973-74 

Emerson W. Peart ......................................1975-76 

J.C. Beattie .................................................1977-78 

Clarke M. Smith ..........................................1979-80 

Stanley Jerome ..........................................1981-82 

Fred Thompson ..........................................1983-84 

Donald Douglas ..........................................1985-86 

Allan Murray ...............................................1987-88 

K. Bruce Smith ...........................................1989-90 

John Douglas .............................................1991-92 

Don Carlin ..................................................1993-94 

John Hussack .............................................1995-96 

Russell Douglas .........................................1997-98 

Ralph Yule ..................................................1999-2000 

Linda Fisher ................................................2001-02 

Doug Murphy ..............................................2003-04 

Mark Peart ..................................................2005-06 

Richard Johnson ........................................2007-08 

John Hussack .............................................2009 

Doug Murphy ..............................................2010 

Sharon Soules ............................................2011-12 

Tom Peart ...................................................2013-14 

Ben Allison .................................................2015-16 

Jodie Easson  .............................................2017-18 

Allan Hedley ...............................................2019-21 

Doug Townson ...........................................2022-23 
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Mabel Hudspeth ...................................... 1946 & Prior 

Elizabeth Hyslop ...................................... 1946-47 

Norma Old ............................................... 1948-49 

May Douglas ........................................... 1950-51 

Ora Howley .............................................. 1952-53 

Lorene Martindale ................................... 1954-55 

Annie Keefer ............................................ 1956-57 

Helen Thompson ..................................... 1958-59 

Fern Peart ............................................... 1960-61 

Kay Stoneman ......................................... 1962-63 

Harriet Moore .......................................... 1964-65 

Vera Hagan ............................................. 1966-67 

Doris Douglas .......................................... 1968-69 

Marjorie Yule ........................................... 1970-71 

Bessie Beattie ......................................... 1972-73 

Marjorie Bain ........................................... 1974-75 

Jean Hudspeth ........................................ 1976-77 

Dorothy Smith .......................................... 1978-79 

Isobel Bothwright ..................................... 1980-81 

Mary V. Nelles ......................................... 1982-83 

Bernadine Hussack ................................. 1984-85 

Beverly Buist ........................................... 1986-87 

Madelene Fox ......................................... 1988-89 

Irene Cruickshank ................................... 1990-91 

Lois B. Douglas ....................................... 1992-93 

Linda Fisher ............................................ 1994-95 

Karen Douglas ........................................ 1996-97 

Peggy Beckerson .................................... 1998-99 

Marjorie Yule ........................................... 2000-01 

Matie Paul ............................................... 2002-03 

Marie Peart ............................................. 2004-05 

Sandra Stirling ........................................ 2006-07 

Sharon Soules ........................................ 2008-09 

Jayne Townson ....................................... 2010-11 

Matie Paul ............................................... 2012-13 

Diane Peart ............................................. 2014-15 

Betsy McBurney ...................................... 2016-17 

Renee Hedley ......................................... 2018-21 

Lisa Liegler ............................................. 2022-23 

Provincial Director 

Michael Philpott ...................................................................................................................... West Niagara Fair 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Ian D. Thompson ..........................................................................................................................Caledonia Fair 

District Directors 

Paul Anderson ................................................................................................................ Binbrook/Dunnville Fair 

Terri Mand .......................................................................................................................................Rockton Fair 

Karen Small ....................................................................................................................................Binbrook Fair 

K<NO KM@ND?@ION JA CJH@>M<AO 
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Wanda Overend (Zynomirski) ................. 1986-87 

Jodie Wodskou (Easson) ........................ 1987-88 

Sara Berry (Nakamoto) ........................... 1988-89 

Cheryl Passmore (Judson) ..................... 1989-90 

Karen Douglas (Barkey) ......................... 1990-91 

Paula Brenzil ........................................... 1991-92 

Allison McAlpine (Sladin) ........................ 1992-93 

Catherine Paul ........................................ 1993-94 

Rachel Rae ............................................. 1994-95 

Jennifer Fraser ........................................ 1995-96 

Jennifer Adams (Armstrong) ................... 1996-97 

Ella Wilson .............................................. 1997-98 

Joyce Fox ................................................ 2023-24 
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J.W. Richardson ..............................................1939 

William Berry ....................................................1940 

Weylie Hudspeth ..............................................1941 

Thomas L. Peart ..............................................1943 

Herb Howden ...................................................1944 

Fred Stoneman ................................................1945 

Wm. A. Douglas ...............................................1946 

A.J. Cowie ........................................................1947 

Dennis Kelly .....................................................1948 

G. Ben Martindale ............................................1949 

Harry J. Anderson ............................................1951 

Norman Hyslop ................................................1952 

Wilson Douglas ................................................1953 

Duff Thompson ................................................1954 

Norman Patterson ............................................1955 

Joseph Martindale ...........................................1956 

J. Leslie Old .....................................................1957 

A.M. Rice .........................................................1958 

D. Tal Woolley..................................................1959 

Rae Hudspeth ..................................................1960 

A. Gordon Skinner ...........................................1961 

George Berry ...................................................1962 

John K. Peart ...................................................1963 

Robert F. Thompson ........................................1964 

Reg. Hudspeth .................................................1965 

Ernie Hagan .....................................................1966 

Angus Bain.......................................................1967 

Elizabeth Hyslop ..............................................1968 

Gilbert & Doris Douglas ...................................1969 

Cam & Margaret Wickett ..................................1970 

Tom & Eleanor Hyslop .....................................1971 

Lewis & Bernadine Hussack ............................1972 

Ora Howley ......................................................1973 

Lewis Keefer ....................................................1974 

Archie Bain.......................................................1975 

Jim & Betty McBlain .........................................1976 

Robert & Helen Thompson ..............................1977 

Emerson W. & Jean Peart ...............................1978 

Mary V. Nelles..................................................1979 

Fern Peart ........................................................1980 

J.C. & Bessie Beattie .......................................1981 

Clarke & Dorothy Smith ...................................1982 

J.C. & Marjorie Yule .........................................1983 

Stanley & Aletha Jerome .................................1984 

Harold & Isobel Bothwright ................................. 1985 

Fred Thompson .................................................. 1986 

Vera Hagan ........................................................ 1987 

Don & Lois B. Douglas ....................................... 1988 

Beverly Buist ...................................................... 1989 

Allan Murray ....................................................... 1990 

Charles & Madelene Fox .................................... 1991 

K. Bruce & Linda Smith ...................................... 1992 

Irene Cruickshank .............................................. 1993 

John & Lois A. Douglas ...................................... 1994 

Ruth Zadanyi ...................................................... 1995 

Don Carlin .......................................................... 1996 

Linda Fisher ........................................................ 1997 

John Hussack ..................................................... 1998 

Russell & Karen Douglas ................................... 1999 

Bud & Marylou Cunningham .............................. 2000 

Ralph & Marjorie Yule ........................................ 2001 

Sue Honchar ...................................................... 2002 

Matie Paul .......................................................... 2003 

Doug & Cindy Murphy ........................................ 2004 

Mark & Marie Peart ............................................ 2006 

Sandra Stirling .................................................... 2007 

Richard Johnson ................................................ 2008 

Sharon Soules .................................................... 2009 

Owen & Dorothy Beemer ................................... 2010 

Jayne Townson .................................................. 2011 

June Wise ........................................................... 2012 

Pat Fearman....................................................... 2013 

Tom & Diane Peart ............................................. 2014 

Joanne Grant...................................................... 2015 

Ben & Sharon Allison ......................................... 2016 

Brian & Betsy McBurney .................................... 2017 

Jodie Easson ...................................................... 2018 

Patricia Hussack................................................. 2019 

Allan & Renee Hedley ........................................ 2021 

Lori Pyle ............................................................. 2022 

Doug Townson ................................................... 2023 
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AMBASSADORðJodie Easson, Chair; Jackie Easson, Lisa Liegler, Dave Murray, Sheila Phibbs,  
Ian D. Thompson, Beth Wise 

CONCESSIONSï Jodie Easson, Doug Townson Co-Chairs; Jessica Easson, Paul Makey, Ian D. Thompson,  
Beth Wise 

DEMOLITION DERBYï Pam Douglas Chair; Cameron Hedley, Kevin Jewell, Paul Makey, Ron Timson,  
Wade Timson, Gil Wooloff 

ENTERTAINMENTï Jodie Easson, Ian D. Thompson Co-Chairs 

EXHIBITION HALLï Renee Hedley, Chair; Kim Dickie, Jayne Townson 

FAIR DRAWï Allan Hedley, Chair; Renee Hedley, Ian D. Thompson 

GATESï Mark Peart, Chair; Ralph Benedict, Jan Cranston, Doug Murphy, Lori Pyle, Chuck Roth,  
Ian D. Thompson 

GROUNDS & BUILDINGSï Doug Townson, Chair; Doug Murphy, Ian D. Thompson 

MARKETINGï Jodie Easson, Chair; Misti Bottenfield, Jessica Easson, Jackie Easson, Joyce Fox, Lorraine 
Johnson, Chuck Roth, Ian D. Thompson 

YOUTH & EDUCATIONï Jodie Easson, Chair, Ben Allison, Tara Bacher-Roszel, Sue Bacher, Arlene Fox, 
Katherine Hedley, Leslie Lariviere, Ken & Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck, Danielle Vaarkamp, 
Rachel Vaarkamp 

HEAVY HORSESï Joanne Douglas-Lane, Tyler Wilkieson, Co-Chairs; Sara Jane Bozur, John Douglas, John 
Lane, Jackson Smith, Jeff Smith, K. Bruce Smith, Rebecca Watling, John Wilkieson 

LIGHT HORSESï Lindsey Farrell-Johnson, Chair; Ben Allison, Don Farrell, Melissa Farrell, Leslie Lariviere, Ken & 
Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck 

BEEF CATTLEï Brian Whitwell, Chair; James Heaslip, Byran Hedley, Katherine Hedley, Emma Long 

DAIRY CATTLEï Rodney Fox, Chair; Ed Houwer, Richard Johnson, Marie McConachie 

SHEEPï Don Douglas, Chair; Dawna Ebert, Jerry Kelleher 

GOATSï Tyler Cranston, Chair; Doug Murphy 

POULTRYï Misti Bottenfield, Chair; Chase Bottenfield, Nicole Bottenfield, Vickie Bottenfield, Bill Pearce, Candy 
Pearce, Jim Pearce, Nathan Pearce, William Pearce, Michael Tessaro 

FIELD CROPSï Kim Turnbull, Chair; Bart and Stacy Barnes, Allan Hedley, Cam Hedley, Daniel Schweyer, Dawn 
Turnbull 

HAY & SILAGEï Ed Houwer & Tyler Wilkieson, Co-Chairs; Brent Kelly, John Hussack, Brian Wilkieson, John 
Wilkieson, Steven Wilkieson 

VEGETABLES & FRUITï Dave Murray, Chair; Jamie Daglish, Don Forbes, Raj Singh 

FLOWERS & PLANTSï Lorraine Johnson, Chair; Kevin Beveridge, Jan Cranston, Linda Jewell 

BAKED PRODUCTSï June Wise, Chair; Shirley Robson, Shirley Timson 

CANNED GOODS & PRESERVESï Sue Honchar, Kathleen McBlain, Co-Chairs, Shari Brennan 

NEEDLECRAFTï  Wendy Alderson, Linda Atkinson,Lois A. Douglas, Faye Farrell, Kim Garrow, Renee Hedley, 
Sharon McBurney, Coby Osinga, Jayne Townson 

ARTï Roxanne Wilkieson, Chair; Marina Fleming, Ashley de Leeuw, Morgan Sharp, Laurissa Wilkieson 

PHOTOGRAPHYï Mary Hubert, Chair; Gail Bell, Margaret Bernhardt, Sarah Hedley 

CRAFTSï Kathy Johnson and Linda Jongerden, Co-Chairs; Grace Johnson, Sheila Phibbs 

CHRISTMAS CORNERï Connie Stubbs, Chair; Linda Wooloff, Darlene Yule 

HALLOWEEN HOLLOWï Sandra Stirling, Diane Shannon, Co-Chairs 

ANTIQUES & NOSTALGIAï Pat Fearman, Chair; Cindy Benedict, Linda Fisher, Vickie Peart 

SCHOOL FAIRï Amy Singh, Barbara Wilson, Co-Chairs; Michelle DeBoer, Heather Hills, Wendy Makey, Darlene 
Martindale, Katrina Middleton, Lori Pyle, Laura Van Mil, Patti Zadanyi 

JUNIOR FAIRï Kim Dickie, Kelsey Hedley-Thomas, Renee Hedley, Jim & Vivian Hussack, Lisa Liegler, Brendan 
Murphy, Doug & Cindy Murphy, Beth Wise, Danielle Wise 

BABY SHOWï Linda Jongerden 
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Picture Caledonia in 1873. Canada is seven years old and Caledonia is a thriving village on the banks of the 
scenic Grand River. The building of the plank road in 1842 and the arrival of the rail station in 1852 have 
brought a measure of prosperity. On January 16th, 1873, a meeting is held in the Caledonia Town Hall and a 
motion is made that it is "desirable to form an Agricultural and Arts Society for the purpose of holding 
Agricultural and Arts Exhibitions every Fall". Thus, the Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society was founded. 
The first Caledonia fair was held on October 15th, 1873 on Edinburgh Square. There was no admission to 
the fair but ten cents was charged to see homecraft and horticultural displays in the Drill Hall. Hugh Stewart 
served as President over a board of 32 Directors. 

The present fairgrounds were purchased in 1878 from the Government of Canada for $250.00 with the 
assistance of David Thompson, MP for Haldimand. The grounds were surveyed, fenced and the Drill Hall 
moved in time to hold the first two day fair on the new grounds that year. Unfortunately it rained heavily and 
the Society had to negotiate a loan of $125 to pay prizes. 

The 1880's witnessed many improvements to the fairgrounds. A tree planting program began and a plank 
walk was build from the Entrance Gate to the Drill Hall. The race track was built since "fast horses" were a 
major attraction. It was leased to the Caledonia Driving Society with rent to be applied to the repair of the 
track. Box Stalls were erected in 1883 and a Judge's Stand built at a cost of $49. By 1885 it was evident that 
more space was needed and several adjoining lots at the west end were purchased. To convince one lady to 
sell her property, the Society presented her with five bags of potatoes! A twenty foot extension was added to 
her house and became the Fair's Dining Hall. The 1888 Fair was completely rained out and once again the 
Society had to borrow money. 

The next decade was an active time for the Society. In 1891 the fairgrounds, then called the "Park", were 
once again extended with the purchase of a lot at the east end As well, in 1891 the President received a 
letter from the Treasurer of the defunct Central Fair of Hamilton indicating that they wished to sell their 
grandstand. The Board authorized a bid of $100.00 but it was not accepted until 1893. It was then moved 
from Victoria Park for a cost of $150.00. The grounds were leased to the Baseball, Cricket and Lawn Tennis 
Club for one dollar each. In 1896 tenders were received for the building of 58 rods of Park Fence. The 
following year the Caledonia Bicycle Club rented the "Agricultural Park" in the summer months for $17.00 
The Silver Jubilee Exhibition in 1897 had gate receipts of $1065.65 with a prize pay out of $1106.00 Records 
also indicate that in 1893 the first Lady Directors were named. 

The turn of the century witnessed many changes for the Fair. In February of 1900 the fair sent delegates for 
the first time to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of Fair and Exhibitions in Toronto. Also in 
that year, arrangements were made with the Minister of Agricultural to amalgamate the York Fair with the 
Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society. The Building Committee constructed 200 feet of stock sheds on the 
grounds for a cost of $350.00 These were rented out to Cattle, Sheep and Pig Exhibitors for a cost of 50 
cents per stall. A new three story Judge's Stand was erected and a committee was formed to organize 
special attractions in front of the Grandstand. Gas fixtures were purchased for the Drill Hall and sidewalks 
were installed. For many years, the Board discussed the possibility of constructing a two-way tunnel under 
the race track to improve pedestrian traffic. In 1909 the famous Caledonia Fair tunnel was built for a cost of 
$600. In 1910 the Village of Caledonia requested a Special Meeting to discuss the possibility of building a 
skating and curling rink on the grounds. It was felt that the 160' x 100' structure would be beneficial to both 
parties. The Society granted a sum of $500.00 toward the project and was to have free use of the building 
and a first mortgage. The proposal was not completed at this time. 

In 1902 a Haldimand Old Boy's Reunion was held in conjunction with the Fair and over 11,000 people 
attended, most arriving by special train. Sachem headlines boasted "WE HAD A GREAT FAIR." The Fair 
minute book states that "Caledonia can scarcely handle a much larger crowd and the agricultural park which 
by the way cannot be enlarged has proved far too small years ago." 

One curious development in this period was a change in the name of the Fair. On January 8, 1902 it was 
moved by Joseph Hudspeth and Robt. Creighton that 
"we form a new Society .... to be known as the Seneca 
and Oneida Agricultural Society." In 1907 the 
Department of Agriculture instructed that the name 
change to the Caledonia Agricultural Society. 

At the Annual Meeting in 1912 the President declared 
that the "society is in a very flourishing condition" with 
assets totalling $8117. Several items of interest appear 
in the Minute Book during this decade. Ribbons were 
used in place of cards for awards in the livestock 
classes. The Grounds Committee was granted $700 to 
improve the track and $500 to erect new horse stalls at 
the east end of the grounds. Hydrants were installed 
opposite the grounds for fire protection and attendance 
turnstiles were purchased. In 1915 a secretary's and Crowds at the 1913 Fair 
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ticket office were constructed as well as a restroom and "closet for ladies." During the years of the First 
World War, the Dining Hall was given to the ladies for Red Cross Work and the Society donated $300 to the 
War Fund. 

The Fair suffered during the twenties and thirties. In fact the minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1920 seemed 
to foreshadow what lay ahead. The weather was stormy and the meeting adjourned early since the hall was 
too cold. The fair suffered from frequent rainy dates and once again had to borrow money to meet 
expenditures. The first three day fair in 1928 was established to try and cut inclement weather losses. 
Despite the financially difficult times, improvements continued. The Cattle sheds were extended, four 
ventilators installed and some of the buildings were wired for electricity. 

In 1924 the issue of constructing an Arena on the 
grounds resurfaced. A committee of citizens 
approached the Board and after many special 
meetings the Fair agreed to "enter into a contract with 
the Caledonia Arena Ltd. providing for the conveyance 
of a parcel of land in return for the use of the building to 
be erected thereon." The Drill Hall which had been 
turned over to the Fair from the Dept. of the Militia in 
1922 was taken down and an Arena built. The Fair 
received $300 stock in the Arena Company. 

During the Depression gates admissions were reduced 
from 50 cents to 25 cents. In 1935 receipts were so low 
that the fair could only initially pay 65 cents on the 
dollar. The fair also purchased Liability Insurance for 
the first time in 1936.  

The fair survived the depression years and moved on to the challenges of the early forties and the war 
years. In 1942 the board moved that "all persons in the King's uniform be admitted free." Prize List covers 
included headlines of "Carry on Canada" and "On To Victory." Win The War categories were offered. Money 
was donated to a variety of War Funds including $50 to the Victory Club "to assist them in their work sending 
boxes to the boys of the surrounding District who are fighting for our freedom." In 1943 the Arena display 
was considered "good under war conditions" and boasted a "Bacon for Britain" Exhibit. 

The War ended and the Fair enjoyed a much needed influx of young men joining the Society. In 1945 an 
extensive improvement program was undertaken. The grounds were levelled, the race track widened and 
new fences built. Municipal water was also installed. This was not without controversy. A special meeting 
was held with some members voicing "vigorous protests" over the "spending of too much money." 
Considerable effort was given to the Exhibition Hall and the minutes reveal that "outsiders were delighted 
with the attractiveness and neatness of our hall." In 1946 Reg Hudspeth was appointed Fair Secretary, 
assuming the position from his father Weylie. Reg was well respected in the fair community and continued 
as Secretary until his retirement in 1977. 

The Arena is a recurring theme in the history of Caledonia Fair. In 1946 the Caledonia Arena Co. was in 
financial trouble and after lengthy discussion, the Society agreed to consider the purchase of the Arena from 
the mortgage holder. However, it was not until April of 1949 that the Fair completed the deal. Apart from the 
$2800 for the building, other expenses included: installation of lavatory, $1500; painting of building, $1000; 
building road fence, $800; flood lighting, $500; and repair to Arena, $600. The Fair took over the operations 
of the Arena and began the endless task and expense of keeping it repaired. 

By 1953, Caledonia Fair was the tenth largest of the 249 fairs in Ontario and continued to improve. In 1958 
the Sheep and Pig Barn were lost to fire but new barns were rebuilt that same year. Electricity was added to 
all the barns. The Fair enjoyed good weather, attendance soared. and the Fair office finally got a telephone. 

In 1961 the main entrance to the Arena was modernized. The Exhibition Hall became the showcase of the 
Fair and 1800 new royal blue and gold streamers were 
suspended from the ceiling . Nearly a quarter of a mile 
of red, white and blue bunting and five truck loads of 
autumn leaves decorated the exhibits. Lady Directors 
wore new wine coloured blazers and the Men Directors 
sported tan coloured, ten gallons hats. 

A major restructuring of the grounds took place in 1962. 
The old grandstand was beyond repair. A new 
grandstand with a capacity of 1260 was built along the 
river bank. Unfortunately it rained continuously on all 3 
days and nights of the fair and it was not used. 

A new entrance was added to the Exhibition Hall in 
1966 in time for the special events of Centennial year. 

The first Caledonia Arena at the Fairgrounds. 

The New Grandstandsï 1962 
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Centennial features included an antique parlour and kitchen, antique school supplies and a Spelling Match. 
All directors wore period costume. Once again, plans were defeated by the weather. Continuous rain forced 
the cancellation of the horse shows, races and night shows. However it was reported that "over 12,000 loyal 
people braved the elements clad in every type of raincoat and rubber footwear imaginable." 

The seventies were an eventful decade for the Fair. In 
1970 a new horse barn was built at the east end of the 
grounds. In May of 1970 the town proposed a new 
Arena which would be owned by the Society and 
leased to the Caledonia Community Service Board for 
ten months of each year. The Society agreed and 
donated $10,000 to the project. It was then discovered 
that in order to obtain a debenture, the Society needed 
to deed the land (approximately 120' by 220') over to 
the town. The Society did this and a 99 year lease was 
signed. Another highlight was the announcement in 
1971 that the fair had achieved Class A status, the 
highest classification for fairs in Ontario. The following 
year the Fair celebrated its 100th birthday with many 
special features and projects. 

By the early seventies, a four day fair was discussed. Midways had become a means of financial survival for 
most fairs and without the promise of an extra day's revenue, the Midway could not promise continued 
association with the Fair. After much debate, Caledonia held its first four day fair in 1974. The current Fair 
Office and Dining Hall were built in 1974 as a joint project with the Kinsmen. 

In the 1980's and 90's, the Society began to meet the challenge of adapting to a changing population. Where 
once the Fair met the needs of a largely rural population, urbanization required new strategies in what 
experts were now calling "the fair industry." Livestock competitions were no longer enough. Agri-education 
became a major focus with demonstrations and displays helping to bridge the growing gap between urban 
and rural. The Special Events Platform was started in 1986 to offer more entertainment for fair visitors. A 
new Poultry Building was also built that year. 

Towards the end of the decade, the Society reluctantly admitted that it was time to retire Horse Races at the 
Fair. The track barely met industry standards and the tunnel under the racetrack needed major repair. Thus 
1989 saw the last "fast horses" at Caledonia Fair. (Officially races were still on the 1990 program but rain 
forced their cancellation.) The tunnel was covered over in 1991. It was definitely the end of an era but the 
fairgrounds gained some much needed space. The Horse Barn at the east end of the grounds was 
renovated in 1995 to became Squire McKinnon's Barn, a popular animal display. 1997 marked the Fairôs 
125th anniversary with special celebrations throughout the year. 

The 2000s were a very different decade for the Fair. Following the construction of a new twin-pad arena at 
McKinnon Park, the Arena became known as óThe Old Arenaô and ownership was transferred to the Society 
in 2005. For the first time, the Society now had a seasonal-indoor event space which quickly became a 
popular spot for local events, parties, and fundraisers. The building was not entirely functional due to its prior 
life as a sports arena, and the Society began to make small renovations almost immediately. A stage was 
installed in place of bleachers, washrooms were expanded, and an accessible family washroom was 
installed. A fire destroyed the horse barn in the winter of 2007 and a new Squire McKinnonôs Barn was built 
in 2008. 

By 2010, the Old Arena was in need of major upgrades. A new roof was installed with the support of 
government grants and community fundraisingï this marked the first phase of a major renovation project 
which the Society had begun to plan. Seven consecutive years of rain dampened Fair attendance and 
revenues, but spirits remained strong. In 2017, the Society launched the ôCreating Memories, Building 
Communityô campaign to renovate the Old Arena and create a new ôRiverside Exhibition Centre.ô These 
dreams were realized in 2018 when, thanks to the 
contributions of the community, enough funds were 
raised to begin construction. The Old Arena was 
officially closed after the 2018 Fair with construction 
set to be completed in time for the Fairôs 147th 
anniversary in 2019. While it was not entirely finished, 
the building was open for the 2019 Fair and many 
thousands of excited guests flocked to the Exhibition 
Hall to see the new renovated space. Long-time Fair 
Manager Vickie Peart retired at the end of the 2019 
Fair following a dedicated tenure of 43-years service to 
the Society. 

In early 2020, the Riverside Exhibition Centre was 
completed. Though community fundraising goals were 

Harness Racing with New Arena in background 

Construction of the Riverside Exhibition Centreï 2018 


