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What better way to reflect on our 150th Anniversary than to acknowledge 

and produce a prize book which calls to mind the rich history of the  

Caledonia Agricultural Society. 

Our front cover reflects the design of the Fairôs prize books  

from the 1950s through to the 1980s,  

and our back cover those from the 1880s through to the 1940s. 

DI H@HJMD<H 
This prize book is dedicated to those members of the Caledonia Agricultural Society who 

will not be with us for our Fair this year.  

 

We remember the following members who passed away in 2021: 

Terri Densmore 

Bill Griffey 

1978 1936 



 

 

CJH@>M<AO KM@ND?@IO'N H@NN<B@ 
 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ мрлǘƘ /ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀ CŀƛǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀ CŀƛǊΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ нлнм CŀƛǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
CŀƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ L 
ŀƳ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ƛƴ нлннΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мрлǘƘ 
/ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀ CŀƛǊ ƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ YŀƭŜƛŘƻǎŎƻǇŜΦ 
Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
ƪŀƭŜƛŘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΦ .ǳǘ ŀƊŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭέΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ /ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀ CŀƛǊ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 
ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  

hǳǊ CŀƛǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǎƘƻǿǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǝƻƴ ŘŜǊōȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅΦ 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳŀƎƴƛŬŎŜƴǘ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ 9ȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ¸h¦Σ ƻǳǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ 
ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘǎΣ ƴŜŜŘƭŜŎǊŀƊΣ ōŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
ƳƻǊŜΦ 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ WǊ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ς ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ƻǳǊ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  Lǘ ŀƳŀȊŜǎ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΦ {ƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ tǊƛȊŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ 
ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ {ŎƻƻǇǎΣ ŦƻƻŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΦ 

{ƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мрлǘƘ /ŀƭŜŘƻƴƛŀ CŀƛǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нф ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΣ нлннΦ hǳǊ CŀƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 
 

[ƛǎŀ [ƛŜƎƭŜǊΣ IƻƳŜŎǊŀƊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ нлнн 
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><G@?JID< <BMD>PGOPM<G NJ>D@OT 
OFFICERS FOR 2022 

PAST PRESIDENT ............................................................................................. ALLAN HEDLEY 

PRESIDENT .................................................................................................... DOUG TOWNSON 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT .................................................................................. WENDY MAKEY 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT .............................................................................. JODIE EASSON 

HOMECRAFT PAST PRESIDENT..................................................................... RENEE HEDLEY 

HOMECRAFT PRESIDENT .................................................................................. LISA LIEGLER 

HOMECRAFT VICE-PRESIDENT ............................................................................. BETH WISE 

TREASURER .............................................................................................................. LORI PYLE 

MANAGER .................................................................................................... IAN D. THOMPSON 

Three Year Term 

Jan Cranston 

Jeff Dudych 

Jodie Easson 

Lorraine Johnson 

Paul Makey 

Mark Peart 

Lori Pyle 

Bryan Wilkieson 

Two Year Term 

Ben Allison 

Jamie Daglish 

Pam Douglas 

Dawna Ebert 

Katherine Hedley 

Doug Murphy 

Doug Townson 

Patti Zadanyi 

One Year Term 

Janice Boyter 

Jessica Easson 

Lindsey Farrell-Johnson 

Linda Fisher 

Allan Hedley 

Wendy Makey 

Dave Murray 

Tyler Wilkieson 

DIRECTORS 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

Greg Bates 

Don Berry 

Don Douglas 

John Douglas 

Russell Douglas 

Don Farrell 

Don Forbes 

Richard Harrison 

Ron Howden 

John Hussack 

Allan Hyslop 

Donald McBlain 

Dave Montross 

Vickie Peart 

K. Bruce Smith 

Dennis Stoneman 

Carl F. Thompson 

David Wickett 

John Wickett 

Larry Wilkieson 

Ralph Yule 

HONORARY HOMECRAFT MEMBERS 

Mrs. John Albin 

Mrs. Marjorie Bain 

Peggy Beckerson 

Mrs. Bev. Buist 

Mrs. Karen Douglas 

Mrs. Lois B. Douglas 

Mrs. J. McKee-Helmer 

Mrs. Thos. Hyslop 

Mrs. Eleanor Karges 

Mrs. Ken Lang 

Mrs. Helen Peirson 

Mrs. Clarke Smith 

Shirley Young 

Mrs. Marjorie Yule 
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Hugh Stewart ............................................. 1873-74 

David Young .............................................. 1875-78 

James Madigan .......................................... 1879-80 

Matthew Richardson .................................. 1881-82 

David Young .............................................. 1883 

John Thorburn ............................................ 1884-85 

Joseph Hudspeth ....................................... 1886-87 

George Clark .............................................. 1888-89 

W.H. Hull .................................................... 1890-91 

Thomas Conboy ......................................... 1892-93 

James Urie ................................................. 1894-95 

J. Barrington ............................................... 1896-97 

N.H. Wickett ............................................... 1898-99 

Wm. Petch ................................................. 1900-01 

Isaac Weylie ............................................... 1902-03 

James Douglas .......................................... 1904 

James Parke .............................................. 1905-06 

R.E. Walker ................................................ 1907-09 

D.Z. Gibson ................................................ 1910-11 

W.W. Hull ................................................... 1912 

W.A. Douglas ............................................. 1913-14 

J.W. Richardson ......................................... 1915-16 

Wm. Grinyer ............................................... 1917-18 

W.W. Old .................................................... 1919 

J.M. Moore ................................................. 1920 

Wm. Doyle ................................................. 1920-21 

W.S. Hudspeth ........................................... 1923-24 

M.C. Senn .................................................. 1925 

D. Kelly ....................................................... 1926-27 

Wm. Berry .................................................. 1928-29 

J.H. Howden .............................................. 1930 

Joe Martindale ........................................... 1931-32 

T.L. Peart ................................................... 1933-35 

Allan Anderson ........................................... 1936-37 

J. Leslie Old ............................................... 1938-39 

Herbert Howden ......................................... 1940-41 

Fred Stoneman .......................................... 1942-43 

A.J. Cowie .................................................. 1944 

H.J. Anderson  ........................................... 1945 

Wilson Douglas .......................................... 1946 

G.B. Martindale .......................................... 1947 

Norman Hyslop .......................................... 1948 

Walter Weylie ............................................. 1949-50 

John K. Peart ............................................. 1951-52 

Tal Woolley .................................................1953-54 

Rae Hudspeth ............................................1955-56 

George Berry ..............................................1957-58 

Robert Thompson .......................................1959-60 

Ernest Hagan .............................................1961-62 

Angus Bain .................................................1963-64 

Gilbert Douglas ...........................................1965-66 

Thomas Hyslop ..........................................1967-68 

Lewis Hussack ...........................................1969-70 

Lewis Keefer ...............................................1971-72 

James McBlain ...........................................1973-74 

Emerson W. Peart ......................................1975-76 

J.C. Beattie .................................................1977-78 

Clarke M. Smith ..........................................1979-80 

Stanley Jerome ..........................................1981-82 

Fred Thompson ..........................................1983-84 

Donald Douglas ..........................................1985-86 

Allan Murray ...............................................1987-88 

K. Bruce Smith ...........................................1989-90 

John Douglas .............................................1991-92 

Don Carlin ..................................................1993-94 

John Hussack .............................................1995-96 

Russell Douglas .........................................1997-98 

Ralph Yule ..................................................1999-2000 

Linda Fisher ................................................2001-02 

Doug Murphy ..............................................2003-04 

Mark Peart ..................................................2005-06 

Richard Johnson ........................................2007-08 

John Hussack .............................................2009 

Doug Murphy ..............................................2010 

Sharon Soules ............................................2011-12 

Tom Peart ...................................................2013-14 

Ben Allison .................................................2015-16 

Jodie Easson  .............................................2017-18 

Allan Hedley ...............................................2019-21 

 

K<NO KM@ND?@ION 
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Mrs. W.S. Hudspeth ................................ 1946 & Prior 

Mrs. Norman Hyslop ................................ 1946-47 

Mrs. J. Leslie Old ..................................... 1948-49 

Mrs. Wilson Douglas ............................... 1950-51 

Mrs. Ross Howley ................................... 1952-53 

Mrs. G.B. Martindale ............................... 1954-55 

Mrs. Lewis Keefer .................................... 1956-57 

Mrs. Robert Thompson............................ 1958-59 

Mrs. John K. Peart ................................... 1960-61 

Mrs. Mac Stoneman ................................ 1962-63 

Mrs. R.N. Moore ...................................... 1964-65 

Mrs. Ernest Hagan .................................. 1966-67 

Mrs. Gilbert Douglas................................ 1968-69 

Mrs. J.C. Yule .......................................... 1970-71 

Mrs. J.C. Beattie ...................................... 1972-73 

Mrs. Angus Bain ...................................... 1974-75 

Mrs. Rae Hudspeth ................................. 1976-77 

Mrs. Clarke Smith .................................... 1978-79 

Mrs. Harold Bothwright ............................ 1980-81 

Mrs. John Nelles ...................................... 1982-83 

Mrs. Lewis Hussack ................................ 1984-85 

Mrs. Beverly Buist ................................... 1986-87 

Mrs. Madelene Fox ................................. 1988-89 

Mrs. Irene Cruickshank ........................... 1990-91 

Mrs. Lois B. Douglas ............................... 1992-93 

Mrs. Linda Fisher .................................... 1994-95 

Mrs. Karen Douglas ................................ 1996-97 

Peggy Beckerson .................................... 1998-99 

Mrs. Marjorie Yule ................................... 2000-01 

Mrs. Matie Paul ....................................... 2002-03 

Mrs. Marie Peart ..................................... 2004-05 

Mrs. Sandra Stirling ................................ 2006-07 

Mrs. Sharon Soules ................................ 2008-09 

Mrs. Jayne Townson ............................... 2010-11 

Mrs. Matie Paul ....................................... 2012-13 

Mrs. Diane Peart ..................................... 2014-15 

Mrs. Betsy McBurney.............................. 2016-17 

Mrs. Renee Hedley ................................. 2018-21 

Provincial Director 

Heather Dillon ..................................................................................................................................Rockton Fair 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Ian D. Thompson ..........................................................................................................................Caledonia Fair 

District Directors 

Paul Anderson ................................................................................................................................Binbrook Fair 

Terri Mand .......................................................................................................................................Rockton Fair 

Michael Philpott ...................................................................................................................... West Niagara Fair 

K<NO KM@ND?@ION JA CJH@>M<AO 

J-<-<-N- ?DNOMD>O 5 @S@>PODQ@ 

CJIJM<MT ?DM@>OJMN 
Leslyn Lewis, M.P.  ............................................................................................................... Haldimand-Norfolk 

Toby Barrett, M.P.P.  ............................................................................................................ Haldimand-Norfolk 

Ken Hewitt, Mayor ................................................................................................................ Haldimand County 

Dan Lawrence, Ward 3 Councillor ........................................................................................ Haldimand County 
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J.W. Richardson ..............................................1939 

William Berry ....................................................1940 

Weylie Hudspeth ..............................................1941 

Thomas L. Peart ..............................................1943 

Herb Howden ...................................................1944 

Fred Stoneman ................................................1945 

Wm. A. Douglas ...............................................1946 

A.J. Cowie ........................................................1947 

Dennis Kelly .....................................................1948 

G. Ben Martindale ............................................1949 

Harry J. Anderson ............................................1951 

Norman Hyslop ................................................1952 

Wilson Douglas ................................................1953 

Duff Thompson ................................................1954 

Norman Patterson ............................................1955 

Joseph Martindale ...........................................1956 

J. Leslie Old .....................................................1957 

A.M. Rice .........................................................1958 

D. Tal Woolley..................................................1959 

Rae Hudspeth ..................................................1960 

A. Gordon Skinner ...........................................1961 

George Berry ...................................................1962 

John K. Peart ...................................................1963 

Robert F. Thompson ........................................1964 

Reg. Hudspeth .................................................1965 

Ernie Hagan .....................................................1966 

Angus Bain.......................................................1967 

Mrs. Norman Hyslop ........................................1968 

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Douglas ..............................1969 

Mr. & Mrs. Cam Wickett ...................................1970 

Mr. & Mrs. Thos. Hyslop ..................................1971 

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Hussack ...............................1972 

Mrs. Ross Howley ............................................1973 

Lewis Keefer ....................................................1974 

Archie Bain.......................................................1975 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim McBlain ....................................1976 

Mrs. Robert Thompson ....................................1977 

Mr. & Mrs. Emerson Peart ...............................1978 

Mrs. Mary V. Nelles .........................................1979 

Mrs. John K. Peart ...........................................1980 

Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Beattie .....................................1981 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarke Smith ...................................1982 

Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Yule .........................................1983 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Jerome ..............................1984 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Bothwright ............................. 1985 

Fred Thompson .................................................. 1986 

Vera Hagan ........................................................ 1987 

Don & Lois B. Douglas ....................................... 1988 

Beverly Buist ...................................................... 1989 

Allan Murray ....................................................... 1990 

Charles & Madelene Fox .................................... 1991 

K. Bruce & Linda Smith ...................................... 1992 

Irene Cruickshank .............................................. 1993 

John & Lois A. Douglas ...................................... 1994 

Ruth Zadanyi ...................................................... 1995 

Don Carlin .......................................................... 1996 

Linda Fisher ........................................................ 1997 

John Hussack ..................................................... 1998 

Russell & Karen Douglas ................................... 1999 

Bud & Marylou Cunningham .............................. 2000 

Ralph & Marjorie Yule ........................................ 2001 

Sue Honchar ...................................................... 2002 

Matie Paul .......................................................... 2003 

Doug & Cindy Murphy ........................................ 2004 

Mark & Marie Peart ............................................ 2006 

Sandra Stirling .................................................... 2007 

Richard Johnson ................................................ 2008 

Sharon Soules .................................................... 2009 

Owen & Dorothy Beemer ................................... 2010 

Jayne Townson .................................................. 2011 

June Wise ........................................................... 2012 

Pat Fearman....................................................... 2013 

Tom & Diane Peart ............................................. 2014 

Joanne Grant...................................................... 2015 

Ben & Sharon Allison ......................................... 2016 

Brian & Betsy McBurney .................................... 2017 

Jodie Easson ...................................................... 2018 

Patricia Hussack................................................. 2019 

Allan & Renee Hedley ........................................ 2021 

 

H@MDOJMDJPN N@MQD>@ <R<M? M@>DKD@ION 
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>JHHDOO@@N JA H<I<B@H@IO 
CONCESSIONSï Jodie Easson, Doug Townson Co-Chairs; Ian D. Thompson 

DEMOLITION DERBYï Jeff Dudych, Pam Douglas Co-Chairs; Cameron Hedley, Kevin Jewell 

ENTERTAINMENTï Jodie Easson, Ian D. Thompson Co-Chairs 

EXHIBITION HALLï Renee Hedley, Chair; Betsy McBurney, Jayne Townson, Ruth Zadanyi 

FAIR DRAWï Allan Hedley, Chair; Renee Hedley 

GATESï Mark Peart, Chair; Ralph Benedict, Jan Cranston, Doug Murphy, Chuck Roth 

GROUNDS & BUILDINGSï Doug Townson, Chair; Doug Murphy 

MARKETINGï Jodie Easson, Chair; Ben Allison, Misti Bottenfield Jessica Easson, Marina Fleming, Lorraine 
Johnson, Chuck Roth, Ian D. Thompson, Jayne Townson, Roxanne Wilkieson 

YOUTH & EDUCATIONï Jodie Easson, Chair, Ben Allison, Tara Bacher-Roszel, Sue Bacher, Arlene Fox, 
Katherine Hedley, Leslie LaRiviere, Ken & Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck, Danielle 
Vaarkamp, Rachel Vaarkamp, Linda Wooloff 

HEAVY HORSESï Joanne Douglas-Lane, Tyler Wilkieson, Co-Chairs; John Douglas, Allan Fisher, Collin 
Fisher, John Lane, Jeff  Smith, K. Bruce Smith, Brian Walker, Rebecca Watling, John Wilkieson 

LIGHT HORSESï Lindsey Farrell-Johnson, Chair; Ben Allison, Don Farrell, Melissa Farrell, Leslie Lariviere, 
Ken & Marie McConachie, Stacey Moyer, Heather Smuck 

BEEF CATTLEï Brian Whitwell, Chair; Byran Hedley, Katherine Hedley, Russell Smith, Chris Stoneman 

DAIRY CATTLEï Rodney Fox, Chair; Russell Douglas, Ed Houwer, Richard Johnson, Marie McConachie 

SHEEPï Don Douglas, Chair; Dawna Ebert, Jerry Kelleher 

GOATSï Tyler Cranston, Chair; Betsy McBurney 

POULTRYï Misti Bottenfield, Chair; Chase Bottenfield, Nicole Bottenfield, Vickie Bottenfield, Bill Pearce, 
Candy Pearce, Jim Pearce, Nathan Pearce, William Pearce, Michael Tessaro 

FIELD CROPSï Kim Turnbull, Chair; Allan Hedley, Tim Montague, Dawn Turnbull, Ralph Yule 

HAY & SILAGEï Ed Houwer & Tyler Wilkieson, Co-Chairs; Brent Kelly, John Hussack, Brian Wilkieson, 
John Wilkieson, Steven Wilkieson 

VEGETABLES & FRUITï Dave Murray, Chair; Russell Douglas, Don Forbes, Wayne Peart, Dave Murray, 
Raj Singh, Ron Smith 

FLOWERS & PLANTSï Lorraine Johnson, Chair; Kevin Beveridge, Jan Cranston, Linda Jewell, Betsy 
McBurney, Brian McBurney 

BAKED GOODSï June Wise, Chair; Diana Prince, Shirley Robson, Shirley Timson 

CANNED GOODS & PRESERVESï Jean McClung, Chair; Dorothy Beemer, Sue Honchar, Kathleen 
McBlain 

NEEDLECRAFTï  Wendy Alderson, Janice Anderson, Lois A. Douglas, Faye Farrell, Kim Garrow, Sharon 
McBurney, Coby Osinga, Jayne Townson 

ARTï Roxanne Wilkieson, Chair; Marina Fleming, Ashley Wilkieson, Laurissa Wilkieson 

PHOTOGRAPHYï Mary Hubert, Chair; Gail Bell, Elizabeth Smith 

CRAFTSï Joyce Smith, Chair; Kathy Johnson, Linda Jongerden 

CHRISTMAS CORNERï Connie Stubbs, Chair; Linda Wooloff, Darlene Yule 

HALLOWEEN HOLLOWï Sandra Stirling, Chair; Diane Shannon 

ANTIQUES & NOSTALGIAï Joanne Grant, Chair; Cindy Benedict, Pat Fearman, Linda Fisher 

SCHOOL FAIRï Brenda Ferris, Karen Gray, Jean Lyall, Wendy Makey, Minnie McBlain, Matie Paul, Marie 
Peart, Lori Pyle, Amy Singh, Linda Smith, Barbara Wilson, Patti Zadanyi 

JUNIOR FAIRï Kim Dickie, Kelsey Hedley-Thomas, Renee Hedley, Jim & Vivian Hussack, Lisa Liegler, 
Brendan Murphy, Doug & Cindy Murphy, Beth Wise, Danielle Wise 

BABY SHOWï Linda Jongerden 
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Picture Caledonia in 1873. Canada is seven years old and Caledonia is a thriving village on the banks of the 
scenic Grand River. The building of the plank road in 1842 and the arrival of the rail station in 1852 have 
brought a measure of prosperity. On January 16th, 1873, a meeting is held in the Caledonia Town Hall and a 
motion is made that it is "desirable to form an Agricultural and Arts Society for the purpose of holding 
Agricultural and Arts Exhibitions every Fall". Thus, the Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society was founded. 
The first Caledonia fair was held on October 15th, 1873 on Edinburgh Square. There was no admission to 
the fair but ten cents was charged to see homecraft and horticultural displays in the Drill Hall. Hugh Stewart 
served as President over a board of 32 Directors. 

The present fairgrounds were purchased in 1878 from the Government of Canada for $250.00 with the 
assistance of David Thompson, MP for Haldimand. The grounds were surveyed, fenced and the Drill Hall 
moved in time to hold the first two day fair on the new grounds that year. Unfortunately it rained heavily and 
the Society had to negotiate a loan of $125 to pay prizes. 

The 1880's witnessed many improvements to the fairgrounds. A tree planting program began and a plank 
walk was build from the Entrance Gate to the Drill Hall. The race track was built since "fast horses" were a 
major attraction. It was leased to the Caledonia Driving Society with rent to be applied to the repair of the 
track. Box Stalls were erected in 1883 and a Judge's Stand built at a cost of $49. By 1885 it was evident that 
more space was needed and several adjoining lots at the west end were purchased. To convince one lady to 
sell her property, the Society presented her with five bags of potatoes! A twenty foot extension was added to 
her house and became the Fair's Dining Hall. The 1888 Fair was completely rained out and once again the 
Society had to borrow money. 

The next decade was an active time for the Society. In 1891 the fairgrounds, then called the "Park", were 
once again extended with the purchase of a lot at the east end As well, in 1891 the President received a 
letter from the Treasurer of the defunct Central Fair of Hamilton indicating that they wished to sell their 
grandstand. The Board authorized a bid of $100.00 but it was not accepted until 1893. It was then moved 
from Victoria Park for a cost of $150.00. The grounds were leased to the Baseball, Cricket and Lawn Tennis 
Club for one dollar each. In 1896 tenders were received for the building of 58 rods of Park Fence. The 
following year the Caledonia Bicycle Club rented the "Agricultural Park" in the summer months for $17.00 
The Silver Jubilee Exhibition in 1897 had gate receipts of $1065.65 with a prize pay out of $1106.00 Records 
also indicate that in 1893 the first Lady Directors were named. 

The turn of the century witnessed many changes for the Fair. In February of 1900 the fair sent delegates for 
the first time to the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of Fair and Exhibitions in Toronto. Also in 
that year, arrangements were made with the Minister of Agricultural to amalgamate the York Fair with the 
Caledonia Agricultural and Arts Society. The Building Committee constructed 200 feet of stock sheds on the 
grounds for a cost of $350.00 These were rented out to Cattle, Sheep and Pig Exhibitors for a cost of 50 
cents per stall. A new three story Judge's Stand was erected and a committee was formed to organize 
special attractions in front of the Grandstand. Gas fixtures were purchased for the Drill Hall and sidewalks 
were installed. For many years, the Board discussed the possibility of constructing a two-way tunnel under 
the race track to improve pedestrian traffic. In 1909 the famous Caledonia Fair tunnel was built for a cost of 
$600. In 1910 the Village of Caledonia requested a Special Meeting to discuss the possibility of building a 
skating and curling rink on the grounds. It was felt that the 160' x 100' structure would be beneficial to both 
parties. The Society granted a sum of $500.00 toward the project and was to have free use of the building 
and a first mortgage. The proposal was not completed at this time. 

In 1902 a Haldimand Old Boy's Reunion was held in conjunction with the Fair and over 11,000 people 
attended, most arriving by special train. Sachem headlines boasted "WE HAD A GREAT FAIR." The Fair 
minute book states that "Caledonia can scarcely handle a much larger crowd and the agricultural park which 
by the way cannot be enlarged has proved far too small years ago." 

One curious development in this period was a change in the name of the Fair. On January 8, 1902 it was 
moved by Joseph Hudspeth and Robt. Creighton that 
"we form a new Society .... to be known as the Seneca 
and Oneida Agricultural Society." In 1907 the 
Department of Agriculture instructed that the name 
change to the Caledonia Agricultural Society. 

At the Annual Meeting in 1912 the President declared 
that the "society is in a very flourishing condition" with 
assets totalling $8117. Several items of interest appear 
in the Minute Book during this decade. Ribbons were 
used in place of cards for awards in the livestock 
classes. The Grounds Committee was granted $700 to 
improve the track and $500 to erect new horse stalls at 
the east end of the grounds. Hydrants were installed 
opposite the grounds for fire protection and attendance 
turnstiles were purchased. In 1915 a secretary's and Crowds at the 1913 Fair 
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ticket office were constructed as well as a restroom and "closet for ladies." During the years of the First 
World War, the Dining Hall was given to the ladies for Red Cross Work and the Society donated $300 to the 
War Fund. 

The Fair suffered during the twenties and thirties. In fact the minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1920 seemed 
to foreshadow what lay ahead. The weather was stormy and the meeting adjourned early since the hall was 
too cold. The fair suffered from frequent rainy dates and once again had to borrow money to meet 
expenditures. The first three day fair in 1928 was established to try and cut inclement weather losses. 
Despite the financially difficult times, improvements continued. The Cattle sheds were extended, four 
ventilators installed and some of the buildings were wired for electricity. 

In 1924 the issue of constructing an Arena on the 
grounds resurfaced. A committee of citizens 
approached the Board and after many special 
meetings the Fair agreed to "enter into a contract with 
the Caledonia Arena Ltd. providing for the conveyance 
of a parcel of land in return for the use of the building to 
be erected thereon." The Drill Hall which had been 
turned over to the Fair from the Dept. of the Militia in 
1922 was taken down and an Arena built. The Fair 
received $300 stock in the Arena Company. 

During the Depression gates admissions were reduced 
from 50 cents to 25 cents. In 1935 receipts were so low 
that the fair could only initially pay 65 cents on the 
dollar. The fair also purchased Liability Insurance for 
the first time in 1936.  

The fair survived the depression years and moved on to the challenges of the early forties and the war 
years. In 1942 the board moved that "all persons in the King's uniform be admitted free." Prize List covers 
included headlines of "Carry on Canada" and "On To Victory." Win The War categories were offered. Money 
was donated to a variety of War Funds including $50 to the Victory Club "to assist them in their work sending 
boxes to the boys of the surrounding District who are fighting for our freedom." In 1943 the Arena display 
was considered "good under war conditions" and boasted a "Bacon for Britain" Exhibit. 

The War ended and the Fair enjoyed a much needed influx of young men joining the Society. In 1945 an 
extensive improvement program was undertaken. The grounds were levelled, the race track widened and 
new fences built. Municipal water was also installed. This was not without controversy. A special meeting 
was held with some members voicing "vigorous protests" over the "spending of too much money." 
Considerable effort was given to the Exhibition Hall and the minutes reveal that "outsiders were delighted 
with the attractiveness and neatness of our hall." In 1946 Reg Hudspeth was appointed Fair Secretary, 
assuming the position from his father Weylie. Reg was well respected in the fair community and continued 
as Secretary until his retirement in 1977. 

The Arena is a recurring theme in the history of Caledonia Fair. In 1946 the Caledonia Arena Co. was in 
financial trouble and after lengthy discussion, the Society agreed to consider the purchase of the Arena from 
the mortgage holder. However, it was not until April of 1949 that the Fair completed the deal. Apart from the 
$2800 for the building, other expenses included: installation of lavatory, $1500; painting of building, $1000; 
building road fence, $800; flood lighting, $500; and repair to Arena, $600. The Fair took over the operations 
of the Arena and began the endless task and expense of keeping it repaired. 

By 1953, Caledonia Fair was the tenth largest of the 249 fairs in Ontario and continued to improve. In 1958 
the Sheep and Pig Barn were lost to fire but new barns were rebuilt that same year. Electricity was added to 
all the barns. The Fair enjoyed good weather, attendance soared. and the Fair office finally got a telephone. 

In 1961 the main entrance to the Arena was modernized. The Exhibition Hall became the showcase of the 
Fair and 1800 new royal blue and gold streamers were 
suspended from the ceiling . Nearly a quarter of a mile 
of red, white and blue bunting and five truck loads of 
autumn leaves decorated the exhibits. Lady Directors 
wore new wine coloured blazers and the Men Directors 
sported tan coloured, ten gallons hats. 

A major restructuring of the grounds took place in 1962. 
The old grandstand was beyond repair. A new 
grandstand with a capacity of 1260 was built along the 
river bank. Unfortunately it rained continuously on all 3 
days and nights of the fair and it was not used. 

A new entrance was added to the Exhibition Hall in 
1966 in time for the special events of Centennial year. 

The first Caledonia Arena at the Fairgrounds. 

The New Grandstandsï 1962 
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Centennial features included an antique parlour and kitchen, antique school supplies and a Spelling Match. 
All directors wore period costume. Once again, plans were defeated by the weather. Continuous rain forced 
the cancellation of the horse shows, races and night shows. However it was reported that "over 12,000 loyal 
people braved the elements clad in every type of raincoat and rubber footwear imaginable." 

The seventies were an eventful decade for the Fair. In 
1970 a new horse barn was built at the east end of the 
grounds. In May of 1970 the town proposed a new 
Arena which would be owned by the Society and 
leased to the Caledonia Community Service Board for 
ten months of each year. The Society agreed and 
donated $10,000 to the project. It was then discovered 
that in order to obtain a debenture, the Society needed 
to deed the land (approximately 120' by 220') over to 
the town. The Society did this and a 99 year lease was 
signed. Another highlight was the announcement in 
1971 that the fair had achieved Class A status, the 
highest classification for fairs in Ontario. The following 
year the Fair celebrated its 100th birthday with many 
special features and projects. 

By the early seventies, a four day fair was discussed. Midways had become a means of financial survival for 
most fairs and without the promise of an extra day's revenue, the Midway could not promise continued 
association with the Fair. After much debate, Caledonia held its first four day fair in 1974. The current Fair 
Office and Dining Hall were built in 1974 as a joint project with the Kinsmen. 

In the 1980's and 90's, the Society began to meet the challenge of adapting to a changing population. Where 
once the Fair met the needs of a largely rural population, urbanization required new strategies in what 
experts were now calling "the fair industry." Livestock competitions were no longer enough. Agri-education 
became a major focus with demonstrations and displays helping to bridge the growing gap between urban 
and rural. The Special Events Platform was started in 1986 to offer more entertainment for fair visitors. A 
new Poultry Building was also built that year. 

Towards the end of the decade, the Society reluctantly admitted that it was time to retire Horse Races at the 
Fair. The track barely met industry standards and the tunnel under the racetrack needed major repair. Thus 
1989 saw the last "fast horses" at Caledonia Fair. (Officially races were still on the 1990 program but rain 
forced their cancellation.) The tunnel was covered over in 1991. It was definitely the end of an era but the 
fairgrounds gained some much needed space. The Horse Barn at the east end of the grounds was 
renovated in 1995 to became Squire McKinnon's Barn, a popular animal display. 1997 marked the Fairôs 
125th anniversary with special celebrations throughout the year. 

The 2000s were a very different decade for the Fair. Following the construction of a new twin-pad arena at 
McKinnon Park, the Arena became known as óThe Old Arenaô and ownership was transferred to the Society 
in 2005. For the first time, the Society now had a seasonal-indoor event space which quickly became a 
popular spot for local events, parties, and fundraisers. The building was not entirely functional due to its prior 
life as a sports arena, and the Society began to make small renovations almost immediately. A stage was 
installed in place of bleachers, washrooms were expanded, and an accessible family washroom was 
installed. A fire destroyed the horse barn in the winter of 2007 and a new Squire McKinnonôs Barn was built 
in 2008. 

By 2010, the Old Arena was in need of major upgrades. A new roof was installed with the support of 
government grants and community fundraisingï this marked the first phase of a major renovation project 
which the Society had begun to plan. Seven consecutive years of rain dampened Fair attendance and 
revenues, but spirits remained strong. In 2017, the Society launched the ôCreating Memories, Building 
Communityô campaign to renovate the Old Arena and create a new ôRiverside Exhibition Centre.ô These 
dreams were realized in 2018 when, thanks to the 
contributions of the community, enough funds were 
raised to begin construction. The Old Arena was 
officially closed after the 2018 Fair with construction 
set to be completed in time for the Fairôs 147th 
anniversary in 2019. While it was not entirely finished, 
the building was open for the 2019 Fair and many 
thousands of excited guests flocked to the Exhibition 
Hall to see the new renovated space. Long-time Fair 
Manager Vickie Peart retired at the end of the 2019 
Fair following a dedicated tenure of 43-years service to 
the Society. 

In early 2020, the Riverside Exhibition Centre was 
completed. Though community fundraising goals were 

Harness Racing with New Arena in background 

Construction of the Riverside Exhibition Centreï 2018 
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exceeded, the Society was burdened with considerable debt which was necessary to see the completion of 
the full renovation project. Despite this financial burden, the future looked bright with a brand new, beautiful 
facility which would allow the Society year-round revenue from rentals and fundraisers. In early 2020, 
Government-imposed lockdowns due to the COVID-19 virus resulted in world-wide shut downs. For the first 
time ever, the gates to the Fairgrounds were closed and locked.  What began as a short-term closure, 
became drawn out for over six-months. Public Health measures meant to ôflatten the curveô resulted in the 
cancellation of the 2020 Fairï only the second time a Fair was cancelled. The first time the fair was not held 
was in 1937 when the Board of Health cancelled all fairs due to an outbreak of polio. The 149th Fair in 2021 
allowed the community to come together again. Though COVID-19 restrictions remained in place, the 
Society worked diligently to ensure a safe and fun time was had by all who visited. 

In 2022, the Society proudly celebrates its150th Anniversary. It is a time of reflection as we look back at the 
people and events that have shaped our history. We thank them for our legacy. This year's fair will certainly 
look different from that small fair on Edinburgh Square in 1873. Yet the enduring qualities of our traditional 
country fair remain the same. There will still be anticipation and excitement in the crisp, autumn air as friends 
and family gather together for another edition of the Caledonia Fair. 

 
JPM 04/OC <IIDQ@MN<MT 

What better way to reflect on our 150th Anniversary than to acknowledge and produce a prize book which 

calls to mind the rich history of the Caledonia Agricultural Society. 

Cover-to-cover, youôll find photos and interesting tidbits from the Fairôs rich history in our Homecraft,  

Livestock, and School Fair Prize Books. 

The Society commissioned a local artist, Barb Patterson Tuck, to create a beautiful piece of artwork  

commemorating the Fairôs 150th anniversary, and this yearôs theme: Country Kaleidoscope.  

The artwork can be seen in full colour on our Fair Poster, and prints will be available for purchase, along with 

prints of our 125th anniversary poster, from the Fair Office. 

150th Anniversary Artwork 

2022 
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1. That competition for the following prizes be open to the world, except when otherwise 

specified in the Prize List. 
2. All exhibitors to receive an exhibitors ticket instead of a membership card. 
3. That annual senior exhibitor fee will be $8.00 and junior exhibitor fee $5.00. Each 

exhibitor must purchase an exhibitor ticket before making entries, a registered firm being 
recognized as one exhibitor. 

4. All entries to be made online, by mail, or otherwise by September 28, 2022 to Caledonia 
Fair: 151 Caithness St. E., Caledonia, ON N3W 1C2. 

5. Where the amount of prizes won by the exhibitor is over $12.00, $8.00 will be retained for 
exhibitor membership for 2023. Entry fees, as specified, will be charged. HST will be 
applied to entry fees where applicable. (HST# 106829849) 

6. Where the amount of prizes won by the exhibitor is less than $3.00 there will be no 
deductions in lieu of entry fees. 

7. The Society will not be responsible for any loss, damage, or accident occurring to any 
person or property on the grounds during the Fair. The Directors hope patrons of the Fair 
obey orders. The Society will take all reasonable care of exhibits, but will not be 
responsible for any loss or damage. Please note hold harmless agreement on following 
page. 

8. While every possible assistance will be most cheerfully given in placing exhibits, no 
package or case of any kind whatsoever will be opened unless accompanied by the 
exhibitor or someone sent specially in charge. 

9. That all articles entered for competition must be entered in strict accordance with the 
Prize List in order to secure a prize, the exact number and quantity stated in the prize list 
being strictly adhered to. 

10. No exhibitor will be allowed to make more than one entry in each case for Society Prizes 
with the same animal or article unless otherwise specified. This rule not to apply to 
animals in herds or pens, nor to special prizes offered by persons outside the Society, but 
to apply to all kinds of grains, seeds, flowers, roots and vegetables, domestic and 
horticultural products, in which additional specimens would necessarily be similar to the 
first. 

11. All produce to be growth of parties exhibiting same. Every animal, fowl, article, product, or 
chattel exhibited must be the actual bona fide property and belong absolutely to the 
person or persons entering or exhibiting the same. In the case of every article, product, or 
chattel exhibited, other than livestock, the said article, product, or chattel must be of the 
actual production, growth, or manufacture, as the case may be, of the person or persons 
owning or exhibiting the same, except specially mentioned in the list. 

12. Tickets will be placed on the work that has been exhibited before, or is entered in the 
wrong list, with the words ñRuled Out.ò 

13. That the exhibitor of horses, cattle, or sheep do bring them forward when called upon by 
the Directors, otherwise they will not be noticed. 

14. No competitor will be entitled to a prize if the judges deem the stock or article unworthy of 
the same. 

15. Any person interfering by conversation or otherwise, with the judges until after judgement 
is passed, shall have no prize awarded him. 

16. Any exhibitor making a protest to the official judges will be required to make a deposit of 
$50.00, and if said protest is not sustained the said amount will be retained by the 
Association. 

17. All protests to be made in writing as soon as possible, so that the judges in the class may 
be heard on it, as the Directors of the Society do not constitute a Board of Judges to hear 
complaints. The Directors earnestly hope that all exhibitors will not enter protests without 
strong grounds for doing so, as much annoyance and unpleasantness is occasioned by 
protests of a frivolous nature. 

18. In case an error occurs in the printing of the Prize List, the Directors have the power to 
rectify the same. 

19. In case of insufficient funds, due to weather or other reasons, the Society reserves the 
right to pay only a percentage of the prizes awarded for exhibits. 
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20. Should a livestock show be cancelled due to weather or other reasons, the Society 
 reserves the right to pay only a percentage of the prize money for that portion and/or 
 mileage consideration, at the final decision of the Society Executive. 
21. Notice is hereby given that the Officers of the Society may, by their rules and regulations, 
 prohibit and prevent theatrical, circus and mountebank performances, the sale of lottery 
 tickets, exhibitions or shows, and may prevent the sale of cheap jewellery or other articles 
 of a similar nature, and no games of chance or gambling will be permitted on the grounds 
 or within 200 yards thereof; the Society may also regulate or prevent the huckstering or 
 trafficking in fruit, goods, wares, or merchandise on the Exhibition grounds or within 300 
 yards thereof. 
22. All cheques for prize money must be presented at the bank before the last banking day in 
 November. 
 

CJG? C<MHG@NN <BM@@H@IO 
 
Upon making an entry, the exhibitor shall indemnify and hold harmless the Caledonia Agricultural 
Society, their members, agents and employees from and against all claims, demands, losses, 
costs, damages, actions, suits, or proceedings by any third parties that may rise out of, or may 
attribute to, all operations performed by or carried out by the Exhibitor, his agents, employees, or 
servants, or anyone for whose acts he may be held liable, howsoever caused. 

Lady directors were first named to the Board in 

1893.However, it was not until 1946 that there was 

the beginning of a separate division for women. It 

was called the Home Department and included 

baked products, canned fruits, domestic needlecraft, 

and womenôs work. It subsequently became the 

Ladies Division and is now updated to Homecraft. 

 

 

This 1955 photo shows lady directors Mrs. Helen 

Thompson and Mrs. Jean Hudspeth who were later 

elected Homecraft Presidentôs in 1958 and 1976, 

respectively. 

 


